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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.
Fellow-Cutizens of the Senate

mnd af tha MHosica of D
and of the House of Representatives :

The brief space which has elapsed since the close of
your last session has been marked by no extraordinary
political event. The quadrennial election of Chief Ma-
gistrate has passed off with less than the usual excite-
ment. However individuals and parties may have been
disappointed in the result, it is nevertheless a su of
:th‘nlndpendemﬂng th“tb;f.:::pl distuarb

y the inde nt es of a free e, undisturb-
ed by those influences which in other countries have too
often affected the purity of ar elections.

Our grateful thanks are due to an All-merciful Provi-
dence, not only for staying the pestilence which in diffe-
rent forms has desolated some of our cities, but for
crowuning the labors of husbandman with an abun-
dant barvest, and the nation generally with the blessings
of peace and prosperity.

‘Within a few weeks the public mind has been deeply
affected by the death of Daniel Webster, filling at hi
deczase the office of Secretary of State. His associates
in the Executive government have sincerely sympa-
thized with his family and the public gonan.liy on thi
mournful occasion. His commanding talents, his great
political and professional eminence, his well-tried patri-
otism, and his long and faithful services, in the most im-
portaut public trusts, have caused his death to be la-
mented throaghout the country, and have earned for him
a lasting place in our history.

In the course of the last summer considerable anxiety
was caused for a short time by an official intimation from
the Government of Great Britain that orders had been
given for the protection of the fisheries upon the coasts
of the British provinces in North America against the al-
leged encroachments of the fishing vessels of the United
States and France. The shortness of this notice and the
season of the year seemed to make it a matter of urgent
importance. It was st first apprehended that an increas
ed naval force had been ordered to the fishing grounds
to carry iuto effect the British interpretation of those pro-
visions in the convention of 1818, iureference to the true
intent of which the two governments differ. It was scon
discovered that such was not the design of Great Britain,
and satisfac explanations of the real objects of the
measure have been given both here and in Loudon.

The unadjusted difference, however, between the two
governments as to the interpretation of the first article of
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the convention of 1818 is still a matter of importance.
American fishing vessels within nine or ten years have
been excluded waters to which they had free access

for twenty-five years after the iation of the treaty.
In 1845 this exclusion was so far as concerns the
Bay of Fundy, but the just and liberal intention of the

Home government, in compliance with what we think the
true construction of the convention, to open all the other
oater bays to our fishermen, was abandoned, in conse-
quence of the opposition of the colonies. Notwithstand-
ing this, the United States have, since the Bay of Fuudy
was re-opened to our fishermen in 1845, pursued the mos:
liberal course toward the colonial fishing interest. By
the revenue laws of 1846, the d;llﬁel n:im“d'oolom.:ld ﬁ;h e‘::-

ing our ports were v a a the
warchousing sct & 1s allowed 0 e entered Jn bood with.
out payment of daty. In this way colonial fish has ac-
quired the monopoly of the export trade in our market,
and is entering to some extent ioto the home consump-
tion. These facts were amoug those which increased the
sensibility of our fishing interest, at the movement in
question.

Thoeso rivsnmetannsa and tha inaidants ahawva alld.d

These circumstances and the incidents above alluded
to have led me to think the moment favorable for a recon-
sideration of the entire subject of the fisheries on the
coasts of the British provinces, with a view so to place
them upon a more liberal footing of recipmcdpﬁnm
A willingness to meet us in some t of thi
kind is understood to exist, on the part of Great Britain,
with a desire on her part to incluade in one comprehen-
sive settlement, as well this sabject as the commercial
intercourse between the United States and the British
provicees. 1 have thought that whatever arrangements
may be made on these two subjects, it is expedient that
they should be embraced in separate conventions. The
illuess and death of the late Secretary of State preveuted
the t of the contemplated negotiations.
Pains have been taken to collect the information requir-
ed for the details of such an lrn?ement. The subject
1s attended with considerable difficalty. If 1t is found
grwﬁcnble to come to an agreement mutually accepta-

le to the two &:mu, conventions may be concluded in

the course of present winter. The control of Con-

over ul! the provisions of such an arrangement, af-
ecting the revenue, will of course be reserved.

The aflairs of Cuba formed a prominent topic in my
last annual message. They remain in an uneasy condi-
tion, aud a feeling of alarm and irritation on the part of
the Cuban authorities appears to exist. This feeling has
interfered with the regular commercial intercourse be-
tween the United States and the Island, and led to some
acts of which we have a right to complain. But the Cap-
tain General of Cube is clothed with no power to treat
with foreign governments, nor is he is any degree under
the oontro% of the Spanish minister at Washington. Any
communication which he may hold with an agent of a
foreign power is informal and matter of courtesy. Anx-
ious to put an end to the existing inconveniences, (which
seemed to rest on misconception,) I directed the newly
appointed minister to Mexico to visit Havana, on his way
to Vera Cruz. He was respectfully received by the
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W Vera uUruz. ne was recpecnnuz received Dy the
Captain General, who conferred with him freely on the

recent occurrences; but no permanent arrangement was
effected.

T tha saanan SSmea tha walfecal AF e Mactbala M aeaaad

In the mean time, the refusal of the Captain General
to allow passcngers and the mail to be landed in certain
cases, for a reason which does not furnish in the opinion
of this government even a good presumptive ground for
such a prohibition, hes been made the subject of a seri-
ous remonstrance at Madrid, and I have no reason to
doubt that due respect will be paid by the government
of Her Catholic Majesty to the representations which our
minister has been instructed to make on the subject.

Jt is but justice to the Captain General to add, that his
conduct towards the steamers employed to carry the mails
of the United States to Havana has, with the exceptions
above alluded to, been marked with kindness and liber-
ality, and indicates no general purpose of interferring
with the commercial correspondence and intercourse be-
tween the island aad this country.

Early in the present year official notes were received
from the ministers of France and England, inviting the

vernment of the United Ssates to become a party with

eat Britain and France to a tripartite convention, in
virtue of which the three powers should severally and
collectively disclaim, now and for the futare, all inten-
tion to obtain possession of the Island of Cuba, and should
bind themselves to discountenance all attempts to that
effect on the part of any power or individual whatever.
This invitation has been respectfully declined, for rea-
sous which it would occupy too much space in this com-
munication to state in detail, but which led me to think
that the proposed measure would be of doubtful consti-
tutionality, unpolitic and unavailing. 1 bave, however,
in common with several of my predecessors, directed the
miuisters of France and England to be assured that the
United States entertain no designs against Cuba; but
that, on the contrary. I should regard its incorporation at
the present time as fraught with serious peril.
ere this island comparatively destitute of inhabi-
tants, or occupied by a kindred race, I should regard it,
if voluntarily ceded by Spain, as a most desirable acqui
sition. But, under existing circamstances, 1 should look
upon its ration into our Union, as a very hazardous
measure. It would bring into the confederacy a popula-
tien of a different national stock, speaking a different lan-
guage, and not likely to harmonize with the other mem-
bers. It would probably affect in a prejudicial manner
the industrial interests of the South; and it might revive
those conflicts of opinion between the differeut sections
of the country, which lately shook the Union to its centre,
and which have been so happily compromised.

The rejection by the Mexican Congress of the con-
vention which has been conciluded between that Re-
public and the United States, for the protection of a
transit way across the Isthmus of Tehuauntepec and of
the interests of those citizens of the United States who
had become proprietors of the rights which Mexico had
conferred on one of her own citizens in regard to that
transit, has thrown a serious obstacle in the way of the
attainment of & very desirable object. I am sti willing
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to hope that the differences on the subject which exist,
or may hereafter arise between the governments will be
amicably adjusted. The subject, however, has already
engaged the attention of the Senate of the United
States, and requires no further comment in this commauni-
cation.

The settlement of the question respecting the partof
San Juan de Nicaragua, and of the controversy between
the Republies of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, in regard to
their boundaries, was considered indispensable to the
commencement of the ship canal between the two oceans,
- which was the subject of the Convention between Great
Britain and the United States of the 9th April, 1850. Ac-
cordingly a proposition for the same purposes, addressed
to the two governmets in that quarter, and to the Mos- |
quito Indians, was agreed to in April last by the Secreta- ||
ry of State and the British Minister. Besides the wish
to aid in reconciling the differences of the two Republics,
I engaged in the negotiation frem a desire to place the
great work of a ship canal between the two oceans under
one jnrudncuo n, and to establish the important port of
San Juan de Nicaragua under the governmeut of a civil-
ized power. The proposition was assented ko:{ Costa
Rica and the Mosquito Indians. It has not proved equal-
?mpublew Nicaragua, bat i3 is to be hoped that the
urther negotiations on the subject will be carried on in
that spirit of conciliation and compromise which ought al-
ways 10 prevail on such occasions, aud that they will
lead to a satisfactory result.

I have the satisiaction to inform you that the executive
government of Venezuela has acknowledged some claims
of citizens of the United States, which have for many
years past been urged by our Charge d’Affairs at Carac-
cas. It is hoped that the same sense of Justice will acta-
ate the Congress of that Republic in providing the means
for their payment.

The recent revolution in Buenos Ayres and the confede-
rated States baving opened the prospect of an improved
state of in that quarter, the governments of Great
Britain and France determined to negotiate with the
chicf of the new confederacy for the free aocess of their
commerce to the extensive countries watered by the
tributaries of the La Plata; and they gave a friendly no-

tice of this to the United States, that we might,
if we thou proper, pursue the same course. I:‘gm-
pliance with this our misister at Rio Jauniero

nvitation,
and our clarge d'affairs at Buenos Ayres have been au-
thorized to conclude treaties with the newly organized
coufederation, or the States composing it. The delays
which have taken place in the formatien of the new
government have as yet prevented the execution of thosc
m.;ht&u'uuethbpom&uo
vast countries will be eventually opened to our com-
m‘h‘ Rt e i S MR e
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tion go into operation, it will open to the commercial en-

of our citizens a of extent and
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want of information, should be repaired unreserved
of her sovereignty. W 3
I have the satisfaction to inform you that the

gov
title would be acknowledged at Washington, her
ter of Foreign Atfairs had authorized our
at Lima to announce to the American vessels which
gone to the Lobos for guano, that the Peruvian
ment was willing to freight them on its own account.
This intention has been carried into effect by the Peru-

to be advantageous to the parties in i -
?dnr;ietﬂemcnumthengm‘:g the Pacific have al-
ready given a great extension, in some s, a
new direction to our commerce in that ocean. A
and rapidly-increasing intercourse has sprung up
Eastern Asia. The waters of the Northern Pacific, even
into the Arctic sea, have of late years been uented by
our wh-.lex;_:en. . The application of mm to the
purposes of navigation is becoming daily more common,
and makes it desireable to obtain fuel and other neces-
sary mhu at convenient points on the route between
Asia our Pacific shores. Our unfortunate countrymen
wko from time to time suffer shipwreck on the coasts of
the eastern seas are entitled to protection. Besides
these specific objects, the general prosperity of our States
on tbc:h Pacific requires tba:f an attempt should be made to
open the opposite regions of Asiato a mutually beneficial
intercoune.po.lt is obvious that this attempt could be
wade by no power to so gre: t advantage as by the Uni
ted States, whose constitutional system excludes ev
idea of distant colonial dependencies. I have i
been led to order an appropriate naval force to Japan,
der the command of a discreet and intelligent officer
the highest rank known to our service. He is instructed
to endeavor to obtain from the government of that coun-
try some relaxstion of the inhespitable and antisocial
tem which it has pursued for about two centuries. He
has been directed particularly to remoustrate in the
strongest language against the cruel treatment to which
our shipwrecked mariners have often been suhjected, ard
to iusist that they shall be treated with humanity. Heis
instructed, however, at the same time to give that
vernment the amplest assurances that the objects of the
United States are guch only as 1 have indicated, and that
the expedition is friendly and peaceful. Notwithstand-
ing the jealousy with which the governments of Eastern
Asin regard all overtures from foreiguers, I am not with-
out hopes of a bemfical result of the expedition. Should
it be crowned with success, the advantages will not be
confined to the United States, but, as in the cas>of China,

welll e cnmallee el e aNabhn b el e
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will be equally enjoyed by all the other maratime pow-
ers. I have much satisfaction in stating that, in all the
steps prep to this expedition, the Government of
the United States has been materially aided by the good
offices of the King of the Netherlands, the only European
power baving any commercia! relation with Japan.

In passing from this survey of our l'(;el:s:: relatio:s, Iin-
vite the attention of Congress to the ition of that de-

partment of the government to which this branch of the |

public business is entrusted. Our intercourse with for-
eign powers Las of late years greatly increased, both in
consequence of our growth the introduction of many
new States into the family of nations. 1In this way the
Department of State has become overburdened. It has,
by the recent establishment of the Department of the In-
terior, been relieved of some portion of the domestic busi-
ness. If the residue of the business of that kind, such as
the distribution of Congressional documents, the keeping,
publishing and distribution of the laws of the Uuited
States, the execution of the copyright law, the subject of
reprieves and pardons, and some other subjects relating
to interior administration. should be transferred from the
Department of State, it would unquestionably be for the
benefit of the public service. 1 would alsosuggest that
the building appropriated to the State Departinent is not
fire-proof, that is reason to think there are defects
tac0¢ im chargo o o Depestecat, wids the peocives wa
ment in t, wi

lections of manuscript rs of Washington, Jefferson,
Hamilton, Madison Moaroe are exposed to destruc-
tion by fire. A similar remark may be made of the build-
ings appropriated to the War and Navy Departments.

The condition of the Treasury is exLibited in the annu-
al report from that Department.

Cash receipts into the treasury, for the fiseal year end-
ing 30ch June last, exclusive of trust funds, were £49,.
728, 386, and expenditures, for the same period, exclusive
of trust fund, were £46,007,896, of which £9,455,815 was
on account of the principal and interest of the public
debt, including the last instalment of the indemmty to
Mexico, leaving a balance of 814,632,136 in the treasury
on the 1st day of July last. Since then, $2,456,547 have
been applied to the purchase and redemption of Govern-
ment Bonds.

e N RS . R B S s e 8 AL

The value of foreizn merchandise imported during the
fiscal vear was £207,240,101, and the whole of domestic
productions exported was $149,861,911, besides £17,204,026
of foreign merchandise exported—making the aggrezate
of the entire exports £167,065,937 ; and exclusive ot the
above, there was exported $42,507,285 in specie, and im-
ported from foreign ports £5,262,643.

In my first annual message to Congress I called your
attention to what seemed to me some defects in the pre-
sent tarifl, and recommended such modifications as in my
judgment were best adagted to remedy its evils and pro-
mote the prosperity of the country. Nothing has since
occurred to change my views on this important question.

Without repeating the argument contained in my
former message in favor of discriminating protective du-
ties, 1 deem it my duty to call your attention toone ortwo
other considerations affecting this subject. The first is
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the effect of large importations of foreign goods upon our | re
currency. Most of the gold of Califoraia, as fast as it | b
is coined, finds its way directly to Europe in payment for | s
goods purchased. In the second place, as our manufac- | h
turing establishments are broken down by competition | ai
with foreigners, the canital invested in them is lost, | tl
thousands of honest and industricus citizens are thrown | w
out of employment, end the farmer to that extent is de- | a/
prived of a home market for the sale of his surplas pro- | o
duce. In the third place, the destruction of our manu- | s
factures leaves the foreigner without competition in our | s
market, and be consequently raises the price of the arti- | je
cle sent here for sale, as is now seen in the increased | a
cost of iron imported from England. The prosperity and | of
wealth of every nation must depend upon its productive | tc
industry. The farmer is stimulated to exertion by find-
ing a ready market for his surplas products, and benefit-
ted by being able to exchange them, withoat loss of time
or expense of transportation, for the manutactures which
his comfort or conveniencerequires. This is always done
to the best advantages where a portion of the commanity
in which he lives is engaged in other pursuits. But most
manufactures require an amount of capital and a practi-
cal skill which cannot be commanded unless they be pro
tected for a time from ruinous competition from abroad.
Hence the necessity of laying those duties upon im-
ported goods which the coustitution authorizes lg: reve-
nue, in such a manner as to protect and encourage the
labor of our own citizens. Daties however should not
be fixed ata rate so hizh as to exclude the forei
article, but should be so graduated as to enable the f:
mestic manufacturer fairly to compete with the foreigner
in our own markets, and by this competition to reduce
the price of the mannlactured article to the consumer to
the lowest rate at which it can be produced. This
policy wouald place the mechzuic by the side of the farmer,
create & mutaal interchange of their respective com-
modities, and thus stimulate the industry of the whole
country, and render us independent of foreign nations for
the supplies required by the habits or necessities of the
people. ’ ;

Another question, wholly independent of protection,
presents itself, and that is, whether the duties levied
should be upon the value of the articles at the place of
shipment, or, where it is practicable, a specific duty, gra-
duated according to quantity, as ascertained by weight
or measure. our duties are at present jad valorem.
A certain per centage is levied on the price of the
at the port of shipment in a_foreign country. Most com
mercial nations have found it indespensable, for the pur-
pose of preventing fraud or perjury, to make the duties
specilic whenever the article is of such a uniform value
in weight or measure as to justify such a duty. Legisla-
tion should never encourage dishonesty or crime. It is
impossible that the revenue officers at the port where
the goods are entered and the duties paid should know
with certainty what they cost in the foreign country.—

P 40T apP WORATO ORR
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Yet the law requires that they should levy the duty ac-
cording to such cost. They are therefore compelled to
resort to very unsatisfactory evidence to ascertain what
that cost was. They take the iuvoice of the importer,
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attested by his oath, as the best evidence of which the
nature of the case admits. Baut every one must see that
the invoice may be fabricated, and the oath by which it
is supported false, by reason of which the dishonest im-
porter pays a part ouly of the duties which are paid by
the honest one, and thus indirectly receives from tge trea-
sury of the United States a reward for his fraud and per-
jury. The r:ports of the Secretary of the Treasury here-
tofore made on the subject show conclusively that these
frauds have been practised to a great extent. The ten-
dency is to destroy that high moral character for which
our merchants have long been distinguished ; to defrand
the government of its revenue; to break down the hon-
est importer by a dishonest competition ; and, ﬁnally, to
transfer the business of importation to foreign and irres-
ponsible agents, to the great detriment of our own citi-
zens. Itherefore again most earnestly recommend the
adoption of specific duties, wherever it is practicable, or
a home valuation, to prevent these frauds.

I would also again call your attention to the fact that
the present tariff in some cases imposes a Eab“ duty
upon the raw material imported than u e article
manufactured from it, the consequeunce of which is that
the duty operates to the encouragemec 1t of the foreigner
and the discouragement of our own citizens. |

For full and detailed information in regard to the gene- | |
ral condition of our Indian affairs, I respectfully refer |
you to the report of the Secretary of the Interior and the
accompanying documents.

The Senate not having thought proper to ratify the
treaties which had been negociated with the tribes of In-
dians in California and Oregon, our relations with them
have been left in a very unsatisfactory condition.

In other parts of our territory particular districts of
country have been set apart for the exclusive occupation
of the Indians, and their risbt to the lands within those
limits bas been acknowledged and respected. Bat in
California and Oregon there has been no recogmition by
the government of the exclusive right of the Indian to
any part of the country. They are therefore mere ten-
ants at sufferance, and liable to be driven from place to
place, at the pleasures of the whites.

The treaties which have been rejected proposed to re-
medy this evil b dbttinqtotbgdlﬂ'orguttrl districts
of country sui to their habits of life, and sufficient
for their support. This provision, more than any other, it
is believed, led to their rejection; and as no substitute
for it has been adopted by Congress, it has not been
deemed advisable to attempt to enter 10to new treaties
of a permanent character, although no eflort has been
spare 1 by temporary arrangements to preserve friendly
e AR o f Conres 0 e them frv
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the country altogether, or to assign to them parti
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it will be to set apart by law the territory which
they are ts occupy, aud to provide the means
| for thelghit. Justice alike to our own

L MNancwnas an thia sanbiane
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tlement and cultivation, and all of collision with
these powerful and warlike bands been happily re

The removal of the remnant of the tribe of Seminole
Iudians from Florida has long been a cherished object of
the government, and it is one to which my attention has
been steadily directed. Admonished by past experience
of the difficalty and cost of the attempt to remove them
by militaiy force, resort has been had to ili mea-
sures. By the invitation of the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs several of the principal chiefs recently visited
Washington,'and whilst here acknowled in writing
the obli of their tribe to remove with the least pos-
sible delay. Late advices from the special agent of the
government represent that they adhere to their
and that a council of their people bas been called to

make their prelimi nts. A general emi-
nﬁonmyptbuoha myexpmoduuom
y aay.

The Report of the General Land Office shows increas-
ed activity in its omﬁou. The survey of the northern
boundary of Iowa been completed with unexampled
d.e:such. Within the last year 9,522,953 acres of public
land bave been surveyed, and 8,032,463 acres brought
into market.

In the last fiscal year there were sold....1,553,071 acres.
Located with Bounty Land Warrants. ..3,201,314
Located with other certificates.......... 115,682
Making a total of...............4,870,067 acres.
In addition there were
Reported under Swamp Land ts....5219,183 acres.
For Internal Improvements, rai &ec. 3,025,920 «

Making an aggregzateof........ 13,115,175 «

Being lnincri:ao of Lands sold and lo-

cated under Land Warrants—over

the previous yearof........... tesesce 569,220 acres.

The whole amouut thus sold, located under Land War-
rauts, reported under Swamp Land grants, and selected
for Internal lmprovements, exceeds that of the previoas
year 3,342,372 acres; and the sales would, without
doubt, have been much larger, but for the extensive re-
:’ervatiom for railroads in Missouri, Mississippi and Ala-

ama.
For the quarter ending 30th Sedtember, 1852, there were

O e i G R e e 243,255 acres.
Located with Bounty Land Warrants.. 1,387,115 «
Located with other certificates....... o -1s &

Reported under Swamp Land graots... 2,485233 ¢

Making an te for the quarter of. 4,131,243 «
Much the larger portion of the labor of ing and
classifying the returns of the last census has fin-

ished, and it will now devolve Congress to make
the necessary provision for the mmbn_qf the results
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in such form as shall be deemed best. The apport-on-
ment of representation on of

has [been made by the Secretary of the Interior in con-
formity with the provisions of law relating to that sub-
ject, and the recent electons have been made in accord-
ance with it.

T and ¢a favarahla vacrard tha anecaatine.

1 recommend to your favorable regard the tion
contained in the report of the Secretary of the luterior
that provision be made by law for the publication and
distribution, periodically, of an sralytical digest of all
the x:rzenu which have been, or may hereafter be, grant-
ed uselul inventions and discoveries, with such de-
scriptions and illustrations as necessary to preseunt an
intelligible view of their nature vnd operation. The cost
of such publication could easily be defrayed out of the
patent {fuud, and [ am persuaded that it could be tpg@‘.ed
to no object more acceptable to inventors and beneficial
to the public at large.

An appropriation of 100,000 having been made at the
last session for the purchase of a suitable site, and for
the erection, furnishing, and fitting up of an Asylum for
the Insane of the District of Colambia, and ol the Army
and Navy of the United States, the proper measures
}:;eeeenuhnm carry this benificent purpose into ef -

By the latest advices from the Mexican Boundary
Commission, it appears that the survey of the river Gila,
from itsconfluence with the Colorado to its supposed in-
tersection with the western line of New Mexico, has
been completed. The survey of the Rio Grande has
also been fiuished from the point agreed on by the Com
missioners as “the point where it strikes the southern
boundary of New Mexico” to a point one hundre i and
thirty-five miles below Eagle Pass, which is about two
third::ftbe distance along the course of the river to its
mont

M ccceccciaticoce eehioh ccac cccada ab tha Vawt cacalaa

The appropriation which was made at the last session
of Congress for the continuation of the survey is subject
to the following proviso :

“ Provided, That no part of this appropriation shall be
used or expended antil it shall be made satisfactorily to
appear to the President of the United States that the
southern boundary of New Mexico is not established by
the commissioner and surveyor of the United States
farther north of the town ed ‘Paso’ than the same
is laid down in Disturnell’s map, which is added to the
treaty.”

thyy attention was drawn to this subject by a re
from the Department of the Interior, which reviewed all
the facts of the case, and submitted for my decision the
question whether, under existing circamstances, any
part of the appropriation could be lawfully used or ex-
pended for the further prosecution of the work. After a
careful consideration of the subject, I came to the conclu-
sion that it could not, and so informed the head of that
Department. Orders were immedistely issued by him
to the commissioner and surveyor to make no further
requisitions on the Dzpartment, as they could not
be paid: and to discontinue all operations on the
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southern line of New Mexico. But as the Department
Lad na avant infarmation ae tha amannt af neaiveinne
had no exact information as the amouunt of proivsivns
and money which remained unexpended in the hands of
the commissioner and surveyor, it was left discretionary
with them to continue the survey down the Rio Grande
as far as the means at their disposal woald enable them,
or at once to disband the Commission. A special mes-
senger has since arrived from the officer in charge of the
survey on the river, with information that the fands sub-
ject to his control were exhausted, and that the officers
and others employed in the service were destitute alike
of the means of prosecuting the work and of returning
to their homes.

The object of the proviso was doubtless to arrest the
survey of the southern and western lines of New Mexico,
inregard to which different opinions have been express-
ed ; lor it is hardly to be tnp&ooed that there d be
any objection to :{n art of the line which extends along
the channel of the Rio Grande. But the terms of the
law are so broad as to forbid the use of any part of the
money for the prosecation of the work, or even for the
payment, to the officers and agents, of the arrearages of
pay which are justly due to them.

1 earnestly invite your prompt attention to this subject,
and recommend a modification of the terms of the proviso
s0 as to enable the Department to use as much of the ap-
propriation as will be necessary to discharge the existing
obligations of the Government, and to complete the sur.
vef of the Rio Grande to its mouth.

t will also be proper to make further provision by law
for the fullilment of our treaty with Mexico for running
and marking the residue of the boundary line between
the two countries. =

Permit me to invite your particular attention to the in-
terests of the District of Columbia, which are confided
by the Constitation to your peculiar care.

Among the measures which seem to me of the greatest
importance to its prosperity are the introduction of a co-
pious supply of water into the city of Washington, and
the construction of suitable bridges across the Potomac to
replace those which were destroyed by high water in
the early part of the present year.

At the last session of Congress an appropriation was
made to defray the cost of the surveys necessary for de-
termining the best means of affording an unfailing supply
of good and wholesome water. Some progress has been
made in the survey, and as soon as it is completed the re-
sult will be laid before you.

Further appropriations will also be necessary for gra-
dindg and paving the streets and avenues, and enclosing
and embellishing the public grounds within the city of
‘W ashington. ;

I commend all these objects, together with the charita-
ble institutions of the District, to your favorable regard.

Every effort has been made to protect our frontier and
that of the adjoining Mexican States, from the incursions
of the Indian tribes. Of about 11,000 men, of which our
army is composed, nearly 8,000 are employed in the de-
fence of our newly acquired territory (including Texa:,‘;
and of our emigrants proceeding thereto. I am gratifi

AT O S e AL IR NG 2 OO RO N OGN0 CDNLO LT
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to say that these efforts have been unusually successful. | |
With the exception of some partial outbreak in California | |
and Oregon, and occasional depredations on a portion of |
the Rio Grande, owing, it is believed, to the distarbed |
state of that border region, the inroads of the Iadians
have been effectually restrained.

Experience has shown, however, when the two races
are brought into contact, collisions will inevitably occur.
To prevent these collisions, the United States have gene-
rally set apart portions of their territﬁ:or the exclusive
occupation of the Indian tribes. A difliculty occurs, how-
ever, in the application of this policy to Texas. By the
terms o° the compact by which that State was admitted
into the Union, she retained the ownership of all the va-
cant lands within her limits. The government of that
State, it is understood, has assigned no portion of her ter-
ritory to the Indians, but as fast as ber settlements ad-
vance, lays it off into counties, and proceeds to survey
and sell it. This policy manifestly tends, not only to alarm
and irritate the Indians, but to compel them to resort to
plunder for subsistence. It also deprives this Govern-
ment of that influence and control over them, without
which no durable peace can ever exist between them and
the whites. I trust, therefore, that a due regard to her
own interests, apart from considerations of humanity and
justice, will induce that State to assign a small portion of
ber vast domain for the provisional occup of the small
remnants of tribes within her borders, saubject of course
to her ownership and eventual jurisdiction. If she should
fail to do this, the falfilment of our treaty stipulations with
Mexico, and our duty to the Indians Ives, will, it
is feared, become a sabject of serious embarrassment to
the Government. Itis hoped, however, that a timely and
just provision by Texas may avert this evil.

No appropriations for fortifications were made at the
two last sessions of Congress. The cause of this omis-
sion is, probabl , to be found in a growing belief that the
system of fortifications adopted in 1216, and heretolore

The sabject certainly deserves fall and careful investi-
gation, but it should not be d=layed looger than can be
avoided. In the meantime there are certain works which
mned prnclpfl ports {H:m ton to

i to protect our primcipal sea .

New Orleans, and a few other important points. In re-
to the necessity for these works. it is believed that
difference of opinion exists among military men. 1

therefore recommend that the appropriations necessary to

ta th ha mada
te them be made.

1 invite yoer attention to the remarks on this saubject,

and others connected with his Department, contained in

ths accompanying report of the Secretary of War.

Measures have been taken to into effect the law

the last session, —w the improvement

12 of 19 1/15/2016 1:02 PM



=4&d...

=DAC18530107.2.2&srpos

=d&d

http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. — Daily Alta California 7 January 1853 — ...

A T
* R il
. u,. w ... 53 mm ‘_T ._.:_. MmMu mmu,_. 1 n.m

M o ;___“ H: Mm I ,._w“xm_,._“

_ TR
m T m mv e
?a .m - mn
m mum ._.mm_mm mm .m“ i am

1/15/2016 1:02 PM

13 of 19



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. — Daily Alta California 7 January 1853 — ... http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=DAC18530107.2.2&srpos=4&d...

|
3
b
i
3
;l
!‘J

the most meritorious class, whose deportment and
pidodql“.:'nhb oceasiou for a resort
to penalties of a or degrading nature. The
d;ﬁpn‘hmh“drﬂ.-’.
ate obedience to a command, and the authority to enforce
it must be equally ready. The arrest of a relractory
mhuet‘-aﬁn.m.bm;ﬁ.ﬁpd
M .M doable ser-
vieono&-l'hnm&cmmhnﬁd
upon in such an . The exposure to this in-
creased and arduous , since mdhm
of 1850, has had, to a most -QT»
ous extent, the of ing the eulistment ot the
best secamen in the navy. The now is
W:rl.amdnﬂiuhw tlus
cbjection -q: exist. The details of this plan
may be established part, if not aitogether, by
the Executive, under authority of existing laws;
but 1 have thought it proper, in accordance with the
gestion of the Secretary of the Navy, to submit it to your
m satahlichmant af a sovna of .--ﬁ-—hthl
The establishment of a of apprentices for the
navy, or boys to be enlisted they become of age, ad
to be employed under such regulations as the Navy De-

mm:.ﬂ...’.&. -"{?._LZA'L._-_
The other ision of the report to which I have re-
ferred—the re-organization of the Naval Academy—I re-

and The valuable services al-
ready rendered by this eatitle it to the con-
tinuance of your
Your attention is called to the report of
the Postmaster for the detailed of his
Department for the last fiscal year, from it will be
seen that the from for that time were
less by $1,531,696, than for ’naod'?bhnlynr.h-
ing a of about 23 per cent. dimizution is

attributable to the reduction of tho rates of postage made
by the act of March 3, 1851, which teduction took effect
utheoun"n;:ndo(lhhn_h:.ym. s
Although in its operation during iast year act
bm' nhu‘:cfulﬁbdthomdh of its friends
increasing correspoudence country i
pZtﬁonw&oMuﬁnﬂmlwuvw:oz
question the policy of returning mmhighuhum. Expe
rience warrants expectation as commanity

In B T L amane athae hicnca o

~ In former messages [ have, among other things. re- |
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applied to the payment of the ic debt in advance of
time when 1t will become .fortbonhhlnlnan

der, supplying defi:iencies, correcting incongruities, sim-
glif'yingmm"%ngma,ud reportins them to Congress

o epongr <2 L, oy b b g shoghd
mission to adjud: se ivate clad i
the United States. I am not aw::howwet, that any
of these subjects have been finally acted upon by Cou-
e A e e sl s T E
lhmclnhjaeu ich have assigned in s -}:-.
vorable cousideration.

Wake b 2482 B b S 11 al ) ) VR .

I think it is due to the several Execative Departme
of this government to bear testimouy to the eflici and
m'ﬂlwh’ebﬂn’m conducted. With all the
snper ntendence which itis possible for the Heads
of those Departments to exercise, still the due adm mis-

l&mmw:mwmmm
ltomploy. It will be but a wise precaution, to protect

AR s s &b =~ 3 Bl e o
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