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Sacramento Daily Union, Volume 4, Number 582, 3 February 1853 — .» rating the Street. [ARTICLE]

Filling the Street.

A ““Friend to Sacramento” suggests in ano-
ther column that after a sufficient quantity of
brush and old hay are deposited in J street, to
£o cn then and cover it, a foot deep or more, by
taking dirt from some unoccupied lot north of I '

I

street. The idea is a good one, as it is proba-\ j

bly the only means at hand by which a sufficient
araount of earth can be obtamed to make J
street sufficiently firm—in case of rain—for
loaded wagons, As intimated, the work could
be accomplished in a week’s time, and J street
putin a condition for business during the re-
mainder of the season. K street could also be
filled in the same way.

Should the money already subscribed not
prove sufficient, the Couneil will, we trust, with
the sssistance of the § per cent. tax be able to
complete what the committee of citizens may
leave undope. This matter of filling up the

streets is so important that suggestions from all

quarters are invited.
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“Cor. Coscunmox, was hard at work all day
yesterday. The Independent Corporation has
made a zood seleetion in Col. C., and the only re-
gretis, that the present official Chief Magistrate
holds by legal tenure, that which popular and sover-
cign power would give to the chief of the Indepen-
dent Corporation. The days of the city drones are
numbered.  Look out, spendthrifts and prodigals !’

Here is another of the Joumal’g effusions,
It must Lave been in a savage mood yesterday.
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O dear, what a pity we have not such a man as
Col. Coachmoen for Mayor. If we had only
been g0 blessed a people, as to have had him
for Mayor no fire would have visited us, and
had Le but stamped his foot and ordered the
angry waters to retire within their banks they
would have obeyed. We give it up—Colonel
Coachmon should have been the man. But the
people said not—and we very much fear they
would be blind to the colonel’s virtues, were he

to present himself befor2 them. Dut there is
nothing like trying, and we hope our neighbor |
will succeed in persuading the Colouel to tender |
the people the offer of his eminent abilities for
the coming municipal year. It would be a
consummation devoutly to be wished by the
Staie Journal.

As for *“drones” and ¢ spendthrifts,” the
people turned them all out at the last election,
and rumor says some of the Journal¥ !riends
were found among them. 8o faras the ¢ ty au-
thorities are concerned, the race of ** diones™
and ** spendthrifts " is extinct.

Indian Hobbesics on Dry Creck—=Arming of
the People—Fights with the Indians, &c,

Mr. J. A. Benson communicates the following |
particulars of recent difficulties, between, the
people of his meighbo a’;nd t y ;(‘:e
[ndians: == é{

On Friday night the hous M
Bragg and Drew, situated on the Mokel
river, near the junction of Dry Creck, w
tered and robbed of a la'rgc quantity of goods.
Mr. Drew, accompanied by another gentleman,
went in search of the robbers, and from well
founded suspicions entertained, visited an In-
dian ranchieria not far off. Here they discovered |t
a lot of the goods for which they were in search.
They asked the Indians to deliver the goods
over, as the property of Messrs. Bragg and
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Drew, which request they refuscd to comply
with. A Chief of the tribe held a pistol over
the head of Mr. Drew in a threatening attitude,
and told him * if he didn’t leave he would shoot
him.” Mr. Drew and his companion, not con-
sidering it prudent to remain longer, departed.

Iuformation was dispatched throughout the
neighborhood of these facts, with a request for
an assembling of the whites.

In response to the summons, some sixteen
persons assembled together, armed, and pro-
cecded a second time to the Indian village.
When tlie Indiaps saw them coming they ran
from the cover of a thick brush, where they ap-
peared to have been conccnled or occupied, and
took refuge in their houses. There were: about

twenty in sll. The party of whites unformqtl :

them that they did -net come to ﬁght, but to
reclaimn the goods.  The In‘d:hps drew oub of

their houses, and one of tlngm qdvauced among
the whites, Another of thgir pumber was scen
to raise a rifle, which he fired on the instant,

at one of the party, fifteen or twenty paces cff,
but did not hit him. The whites returned the
fire unanimously, killing two or threc of the
Indiens. They then seized upon an Indian
amongst them, who proved the same that hail
drawn the pistol over the head of Mr. Drew.

Having tied him toa tree, while the Indians
kept up & fire upon them from sheir houses, into
whi¢h they had again retreated, the whites
killed him, and withdrew, but not until they
had exhausted all their ammunition,

During the retreat, a young man named
Gardiner, iznited a box of matches, and, run-
ning into the village, set a couple of the Indian
shanties on fire, which were entirely consumed.
Although several shots were discharged at him,
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he succeeded in joining hig companions unhurt.
The Indians, takiugz courage by the flight of the
whites, sall'ed cut, crossed Dry Creck, and |/
kept firing steadily upon them, till they were
nearly half a mile off.

Not deeming themselves sufficiently strong to
rencw the attack, messengers were dispatehed
all over the country for more men. A force of
30 or 40 were collee ed, cur informant included,
who armed themselves and went back on Satur-
day to complete their work of driving the In-
dians off, or exterminating thiem.

When the augymented force arrived in sight of
the Indian village the sun was about an hour
high. DBut five or six Indians were seen, who
fled as the party approached. Following in the
pursuit, they found that the main body of the |.
tribe had tuken refuge on an island in Dry
Creek, surrounded on all sides by a broad sheet
of water. IHaving stolen all the boats along
that sircam or set thewm adrift the party were un-
able to spproach them. Their position was found |
to be regularly fortified by the cutting down of |
brush wood, and piling it up as a breastwork of
defence. In reply to inquiries addressed to
them from the shore, they said it was their
chief who had committed the robbery, and that
it was also in accordance with his commands
that they Lad fired upon the whites. They re-
fused to give him up, and said, with true Spar-
tan heroism, that if the whites desired to secure
him ““ they must come and take him.”

In reply to this insolence the whites azain
fired upon them, The fire was promptly re-
turned, the Indiansshowing great bravery, and
venturirz to the very water's edge to discharge
their picces.  Their bullets rattled about the
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heads of the whites in every direction, and to
protect themselves, they were compelled to
adopt the shelter of trees, logs, &e.

Night closing in, the party retreatek, leaving
the Indians masters of the field.

When Mr. Denson left, the whites were col-
lecting in still greater force to make s third at-
tack. In the meantime men were stationed
along the Creck, at proper intervals, to keep a
watch upon the movements of the encmy. Mr,
Benson had himself served one whole night on
duty, and thinks that the Indians are sccurely
trapped.

None of the whites were killed in the different |

sallies, while it is believed that the Indiang lost
several of their nuinber. When the Indians
made their first sally upon the whites. crossing
Dry Creek in the pursuit, they proceeded to the
house of & farmer residing near, and plunderéd
his bouse. Success seemed to delight and em-

bolden them very mueh, and ghould they be '

suffered to remain in their present fortified
position, it is believed that their robberies and
murders will become common throughout the
neighborhood.  Mr. Benson has promised to
keep us advised of the various proceedings
adopted against the Indiens, which shall be
given to the reader as early as pructieable after
their receipt. The rascals have exhibited a
courage which will secure their inevitable de-

struction ; and although many may desire |

this result, the brave man will beth pity and
admire their fate, after the assumption of so
bold a defiance in a populous country, where

every man who is not a fellow Indian, is a foe.
*

Tue Cost or GrRanivc.—In stating the pro-
bable amount it would cost to grade the streets,
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yesterday we gave the amount at $250,000, upon |
the information of others For the object we |

then had in view, we did not deem it necessary
to go into an estimate of our own. Since then
our attention has been called to the subject by
a gentleman who is conversant with it, who
made the estimate in our presence, and we
are now glad to learn that to grade the streets

to the height of three feet will not cost over|

$2,500 to the block, making the estimate at $1
the cubic yard. DBut we are told that it will be
undertaken for less than that, for cash pay-
ments, At this rate, all the streets needed for
business could be graded for less than £100,000.

We are gratified that the various suggestions

made by ourselves and others, have had the ef-
fect of calling the attention of those interested

and experienced in such matters to the subject, |

nud resulted in bringing out estimates and pro-
pos.tious which can be relied upon.

All that is now needed to secure the grading
of wur strects, in a permanent manner, is, for
thie property holders to petition the Council,
under the charter, to have the improvement
made, and they would then be authorised to go
forward and advertise for proposals, and let the
Job immediately, This would insure the work
i time te have the streets well beaten down
before another rainy scason, 2
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