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“It is slways darkest the hour before day !
This, we believe, is & fact in metural philosophy.
But whether or pot strictly 8 fact—whether truism,
tradition or superstition it is @ very pleasing and
— ,...:‘u... pﬁnd;;l:.?
”. or ae
in its literal seuse to express faith, hope and cheer.
We commend it as s sto1t and comforting assurance,
» gladsome, winning adage, 1o some of our citizens
who seem to have grown hypochoudrical of late
and “so slarmed as to be guite slerming,” on the
subject of the City Front Extepsion. Iun their dis-
tempered imsginstions the scheme bas slrcady been
esousummated, the dread decree promounced! A
ghostly train of defunct high rents and water front
sdvantages, of crippled business, rvined harbor and
ruinous alterations in street grades, passes before
their mental visuals, and they are horrified, panic-
stricken and incapsble of deliberate thought or
sotion. Thewr darkest hour is full of the presage of
disaster; they have no faith or trust beyond.
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ship, they no sooner perceive the dangers surround-
ing them than they clasp their hands in mute despair,
elose their senses to all surrounding scenes, and piti-
fully prescnt themselves as applicauts for the prom-
ised advantages of Extension. It is uotthe State nor
the city they seek 1o benefit. They do not care = far-
thing for the interests of either, or the neccssities of
those who shall come after them. It is solely and
singly for the benefit of themselves. The purchase
of Extension lots is their * anchor to windward.”
They invest their means (and supply the facilities at
Benecia,) to provide for their future gains. They
ﬁy““-—qmblq.hhumm
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dressed to one of the Real Estate Sales Houses of
this city on the subject of Water Frout titles, Ex-
teusion, &c. &c. It has the signatures of ten ora dozen
gentiemen, well known among our foreign merchants,
wheo, anticipating & change in the “ Jocation” of the
property which they purchased, presuming the city
to be protecied in her metes and bounds, by virtue of
her vested righte; desire infermation respecting the
eourse they must pursue in view of the change of

rates feant Hoero ia avsitoment and snnrchoaneinm
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water front. Here is excitement and apprehension
in another quarter; though with this class of our citi-
sens not without some reasen. They sare strangers
to eur laws, or to what passes for law in this country,
and there are just grounds for their nervousness and
saxiety. Here are made manifest the first effects of
the proposed extension, upen our forcign communi-
ty;.these jure the early fruits of the iniquitous scheme.
But we assure the gentlemen their alarm is sliogeth-
er premature. The Extension Bill has not yet be-
come & law, and by the grace of God and a few
bhonest men iu the Senate of California it will not be-
eome & law ! The communication to which we refer

is predicated on the supposition that the]present wa-

ter front will be broken up, in which event the pro- |

peorty of the signers will be thrown back six hundred
foot from the “location” which they purchased.
They bave acted with undue haste, and on & wrong
presumption in meking their complaint, though it is
property holders in this city regarding the extension.

The tenacity which some people have manifested
iz their efforts to effect & reduction in the wages of
labor and to lower and degrade it by bringing into
competition with free white labor that of inferior
races is really marvellous. It has been attempted et
warious times to introduce negro, Asistic, Kanaks and
every other kind of labor that could be had at a cheap-
er rate than can that of American citizens. The last
thing we have heard of fin this lize appeared in the
form of & bill introduced in the Assembly yesterday,
the purport of which was to reduce the Indians 1o a
state of slavery. The bill is very long and provides
to have the Indians bound out for any given number

of years to serve such white n.en as will give the re- |
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but they do not hide the fact that the effect of its pas-
eage v ill be to render the miserable and degraded

remnant of an unhappy race, whi h is fast fading
ﬁ-ﬁhdbuﬁ.&mdw
ants of their exterminetors. An sct »f this kind will
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surely sound badly in history. The Indians! the poor
degenerate Indians' Is it not enough that they are
fast fading away and that all that remains of a race
that once peopled this eutire land are now too low
and degraded to resist, and is it possible that the clo-
eing act of the fading drama of the red man’s history
is 10 be the reducing him to s state to which an Indi-
an pever submitted before. It is true they may be
placed in s better condition physically than if they |
rosm wild as has been their way. But so it suits
ﬁ-ﬂ-*‘-ml—hhqh

pier, and we trust that all attempts to render them |

of their ‘
*:l superiors will at once be indignant-
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