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Los Angeles Star, Number 52, 7 May 1853 — Indian Depredations. [ARTICLE]

N ——
Indian Depredations.
18 oF THE STar:—Indian dept

Lorrors oF TE Star:—Indian depredation,
g0 common in this Southern portion of our
State, is a matter of such frequency and im-
portance, that any light upon the subject to
the community would no doubt be of interest.

About a month ago, when the Indians from the
Tejon were here on a visit. | made all the in-
.quiry possible to get information relative to
the supposed horse thiefs. They then told me
that they knew the Indians that annoyed us 8o
much. I asked them to make a visit to those
Indians, as they said they wera friendly with

ielch other, which they promised to do. On
the second of the presont month, one of thoso
captains came in to advise me of the result of
these visits, which was as fellows:

These horse thieves inhabit the region of
country bounded on the north by Owen’s Lake,
and on the head branches of Kerneriver, about
three duys’ travel from the Tejon, in a north-
easterly direction. They are a small tribe,not
supposed to number over fifty warriors. The
captains of these thieves told the Tejon Indians
that the parties which steal horses, are headad
by two renegade Indians who have cach about
seven or eight young men that follow them,
and that these two l\';lividn their time so0 as one
can come every new moon ; and that they al-

" ways take animals They kill a large portion
of these, and sell the balance to Indians living

north of Owen’s lake. They also sell to the |

American emigrants, for blankets, &o.

The Tejon Indians assure me that the eap-
tains of these thieves, are opposed to these in-
diang’ stealing; and are, as they believe, dis-

osed to give up the principal thieves for pun-
ishment. And the Tejon [ndians have now
promised to go, in a large body, on another
visit, and try tocapture the thieves. They say
if they fail that they would like to join a par-
ty of Americans and go and take them. They
| say by going by the Tejon that they will zous
| guides, nnd that there is good grass ard water
overy night. That the-e Indians are ogsy of
access, and can be easily captured by a emall
| party. That the way they have usually been
| pursued, down the Mo ave river, is much fur-
ther and a bad country, neither water nor
grass, and on that route they always manage

| to elude their porsuers.

I am satisfied that the nbove statement is

{ about correct; and I am also satisfied that any
| treaty mude with these Indians, without their
first feeling our power, would be of no avail.—
‘Hew easy for those interestad to make up a
party and pay them a visit, and convince them
that they can no longer steal with impunity.
B, Do W.
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