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How long is America to remain behind the mother
country in this great object of reform? It wasbuta
few months since when the Californian wes forced to
puy the enormons postage of forty cents on a single
letter that he might desire to send unto the bogom of
his fomily at the Eos.
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It is true, through the untiring exertions of Mr.
a reduction in the letter postage all over the Union,
was extorted from Congress at its last session. Under
the new law our postage was reduced from forty to
six cents on each letter. This was a long step to-
wards a perfect reform ; but ell are well aware that
the obnoxious and burthensome rates of newspaper
postage have been so semsibly felt by our citizens
that they have hardly appreciated the vast reduction
on letter postage-
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Mr. Bates was enabled, however, to effect a por-
tion of the reform only at a time. Finding that he
could not succeed to the utmost of his wishes, he con-
cluded to rest satisfied with the reduction on the let-
ter postage, and try at the next session to secure 8
eﬁ-hhmw’:‘p :

Congress met agsin, and after much exertion on his
part, 3 bill on the subject was introduced into the
House of Representatives by Dr. Olds, on the 29th of
January last. It provides that “each newspaper,
pamphlet, periodical, magazine, book, (bound or un-
bound, ) circular, catalogue, and every other descrip-
tion of printed matter, unconnected with any manu-
script or writing, aud of no greater weight than two
and one-half ounces, shall be charged with one cent
postage, and one cent fur each additional ounce or
fraction of an ounce for any distance under 2,000
miles ; and for any distance over 2,000 miles, double
those rates.” If not pre-paid, double the above
named rates are to be charged.

la acomminnce wilh shia bill o Alks Gallirni
stesmer naner. with its wranper. can be sent by mail
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siesmer paper, Willl Iis WIrapper, Can De Sent vy au
to any city in the United States for the sum of two
cents only. Mr. Bates is using his utmost endeavors
to effect the passage of this bill. We sincerely bid
&WE&WM

This gentleman has in fact devoted years to the
postage reform. He is the Rowland Hill of America,
and certainly deserves the gatitude of every man,
woman and child in cur country for the good he has
already done. We perceive that Messrs. Brown
Brothers & Co., and other New York houses, feeling
that some substantial testimonial of the sense enter-
tained by that community of his valuable ani gratui-
tous services in the postage reform, to which several
years of his life have been devoted, have recom-
mended that a public subscription be raised to sup-
port him in his old age. They have subscribed largely
themselves, and the work lias become a national one.
The citizens of New Orleans, St. Louis, Cincinnati,
Louisville and many other places, have made hand-
some collections for the * Bates Testimonial,” and, in
view of the benefits which California is enjoying from

expect
to enjoy in the future. we hope she will not be back-
ward in this work. We doubt not some humane citi
zen will take the matter in hand, that we may send
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