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Fellow Citizens of the Senate and Assembly :

Under the guidance and protecting care of
that Divine Goodness, ta whom it is our duty to
address devout gratitude for the past, as well
as fervent supplications for the future, you, the
immedinte representatives of the people, have
convened, and under the most favorable aus-

ices, are about to commence your legislative

abors. The constitutional duty again devolves,
upon me of communicating with you, by mes-
sage, setting forth ““the condition of the State,”
and commending to your favorable considera-
tion such measures as I may ‘‘deem expedient.”

In the performance of this important duty,at
the commencement of a new term of office, I am
filled with emotions of gratitude to the people,
whose generous preference has again called me
to preside over the destinies of this young State,
and to that gracious Providence under whose
kindly protection we have advanced so rapidly
in the paths of progress and of peace.

The obligations which the confidence of a free
and intelligent people imposes, will be acknowl-
edged on my part by an anxious desire and con-
tinued effort to discharge my public duties in
accordance with my convictions of right and
justice, and in strict compliance with the con-
stitution and laws. ,

On the occasion of your assembling, permit
me to congratulate you upon the healthy and
prosperous condition of -the country. During
the year just closed, Divine Providence, ever
watchful over the affairs of men and nations,
has been pleased to smile upon’ cur favored
State, and to bless us with health within our
borders. and vlentv in our habitations. The

Present
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mineral wealth of our mountains. continues to
be the admiration and wonder of the world; the
products of our valleys, already the pride and
hoast of our own people, promise in a few short

years, under the hand of careful culture, to |,
more than equal the wants of California; our |
‘commerce greatly expanded and diversified, has

been much more than remunerative; in short,
all the sources of wealth have been greatly aug-

mented by the enterprise:and well-directed ef- |

forts of our people. ‘
In compliance with constitutional require-
ment, and with a view to facilitate your legis-

lative labors, correct information, in relation

to the condition of the State, will be given in
as brief s space as possible: and measures
deemed important to Cslifornia, and the wel-
fare of the whole people, commended to your

favorable considération.
The existing debt of the State on the 20th

day of December, 1853, is set forth as follows
in the report of the Comptroller of State:

CIVIL DEBT.
Amount of 3 per cent bonds
outstanding, - $£4,075 00

"Am’t of interest on same to

. date, 5,501 25

L — £9,676 25
Amount of 7 per cent bonds of 1851, 384,000 00
Amount of 7 per cent bonds, 1852, 1,422,000 00
Amount of State Prison Bonds,

Act of 1853, ' 100,000 00
Amount of Comptroller’s Warrants
outstanding, 161,619 80

Total am’t of Civil Indebtedness, $2,077,196 05

Amount of War Debt, principal
and interest, SRS 924,259 65

L N s - . A s e s

b L. N e

" Total debt of the smte..‘excl“'} 43,001,455 70

sive of the School Fund, -

And, if we include the £463,360 received for

School Warrants, thep it is £3,464,815 70 On
the amount received for School Land Warrants
the State is pledged for the payment of an an-
nual interest of seven per cent. to the School
Fund ; but the prineipal is not regarded as le-
ritimately a debt of the State, because realized
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from sales made of her own property, and the

interest money which has accrued, as on the
balance of the civil debt, is not included, be-

. cause the amount is now in the treasury. Be-
. side this, the debt contracted for Indian expe-
“ditions, amounting in the aggregate to the
. sum of £024,259 65, should be regarded rather
" -as an apparent than actual indebtedness, and
- one which Congress is bound, sooner or later,
. "to assume- -the Gemeral Goverhment having
“failed to extend to our people the protection
" guaranteed by the Constitution of the United
- -States. 2SS
~ .~ The adjusted indebtedness of the State on’
_‘the 31st of December, 1851, 88 reported by the
" Comptroller, amounted to $1,242,339 74, as
- follows : S e
" Total amount of adjusted Civil In-.

debtedness, §796,963 95

““Total amount of adjusted War debt, 445,375 79

Total amount, L $1,242,339 74

"1t is deemed proper, in this connection, to

explain the causes of the apparent increase

of State indebtedness within the last two years,
.- and in doing so, it may be necessary toenter
“more into. detail than has heretofore been the
- custom of the Executive. : '
" Before recapitulating the several items and
" dates necessary to a correct understanding of
- - the subject, I may be allowed to remark, that
~ the responsibility, whatever it may be, rests

entirely with those agents of the State who con-
tracted the debts, and not upon those who, sub-
sequently, in obedience to law, merely adjusted

- and issued warrants upon the treasury in pay-

ment of them. With the latter, there is cer-
tainly no discretionary power ; whether it ex-
isted with the forrer, it is not necessary for me
now to enquire. The faith of the State had
been pledged for indebtedness incurred, and
without actual repudiation, there was no
other course to be pursued by the present
agents of the State than to issue warrants on
the treasury in compliance with law.

The explanations deemed proper, will, in part,

be found in statements A, B and C, herewith |

transmitted. (See Appendix.)

Qtatement A. exhibits the various debts con- |-
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tracted prior to the 1st of January, 1852, but

which were not audited by the proper officer un- |-
til after that date, amounting, in the aggregate, |

to the sum of one million fifty-two thousand
four hundred and ninety dollars and ninety-
two cents. : ;

Statement B, exhibits the several amounts
appropriated by the Legislature of 1852 and
1853, for special objects, having mo necessary
connection with the administration of the State
Government, amounting in the aggregate to the
sum of four hundred a.d thirty-six thousand
three hundred and fifty dollars and seventy-
eight cents. '

Statement C, exhibits the expenses of the sev-
eral departments of the State Government since
its organization.

RECAPITULATION.

Amount of adjusted indebt-
edneks on the 1st day of Janu-
ary, 1852, (See Comptroller’s
special report of Jan. 22, 1852) 1,242,330 74

Amount of indebtedness in-
curred prior, but not audited
until after January 1, 1852,
(see statement A,)

Amount of actual debt on
1st January, 1862, -

Amount appropriated by the
Legislatures of 1852 and 1853
for special objects unconnected
with the administration of the

State Government, (see state- '
ment B,) 436,360 78

1,052,490 92

2,204,830 66

Amount of actual debt on 1st
January, 1852, and special ap-
propriations by the Legisla-

tares of 1852 and 1858, ~ - 2,781,181 44

http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=SDU18540106.2.2&srpos=2&d...

' Total amount of coin paid in
the redemption of three and

seven per cents of 1850 and 1851, $349,978 41

From the above recapitulation it will be seen
that the debt of the State, incurred in defraying
the necessary and legitimate expenses of Gov-
ernment since January 1st, 1852, has increased
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comparatively but a small amount.

The amount of coin, ($349,978 41,) applied
in the redemption of bonds since January 1st,
1852, it is proper to state, was diverted, at a
time when much required, from the revenues
relied upon to defray the current expenses of
Government, and in lieu of which it ' ..
necessary to issue Comptroller’s Warruuis for
a greatly increased amount, the difference be-
tween 349,978 41, in cash and serip, at eighty
cents on the dollar, being $87,494 60.

The enormus rate of interest, (three per cent
per month or thirty-six per cent. per annum,)
payable on most of these bonds, rendered their
early redemption a matter of great importance
to the State, and it gives me sincere pleasure to
be able to inform you that there are now out-
standing but about four thousand dollars, of
the whole amount issued. S

L e T Ty S N R T N ST L e L Tl

The whole amount of three per cent. bonds
originally issued was £200,000. upon which in-
terest to the sunount of £182,268 50, has been
paid, exclusive of the $5,501 25, due on the
#4,075 00, still outstanding.

The receipts and expenditures for the ensuing
fiseal year, are estimated by the Comptroller as
foliows :

Receipts, - - £780,000 00

Expenditures, - - 960,000 00

The assessment returns have been received
from twenty-seven counties. Appraised amount
of real and personal property, $91,338,175.
The remaining eight counties will increase the
assessment to at least $100,000,000, being an
increase, compared with 1852, of $40,783,144.

Amount of revenue on an assess-
e e -l ERTHO ONO N L4 o2nbes

ment of £100,000,000, at sixty

cents on each 2100 of valuation $600,000 00
Amount of Foreign Miners’ Tax, 125,000 00
e Poll Tax, 60,000 00

o+ Consigned Goods, 50,000 00

. Auction Duties, 75,000 00

= Passenger Tax, 26,000 00

o Library Fund, 2,000 00

- Possessory Claims, 2,000 00
Total amount, 940,000 00

Deduct for delinquencies and

|
'
)
)
)
)
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cost of collection, 160_,000 00

Nett amount of revenue, £780,000 00

From a close investigation of the subject, I
am inclined to believe that the estimated re-
seipts are at least one hundred thousand less
than will actually be collected before the close
of the present fiscal year, and have every reason
‘0 expect that the total receipts will vary but lit-
.ie from £800,000.

ML 2 sl mmaclabda 2 fadliafNavaca 1 Ducand P

The cash receipts into the General Fund from
Dec. 27th, 1853, to April 15th, 1854, inclusive,
are estimated by the Comptroller of State at
€175,000, which sum, together with the amount
realized in cash from the sales of property
made by the City of San Francisco on the 26th
of December, 1853—presumed to be about
$200,000—can be applied in payment of accru-
ing expenses of Government.

To provide the amount of means necessary
for the speedy payment of the existing Civil
Debt, I recommended, at the commencement of
the last session of the Legislature, an Exten-
sion of the Water Front and the sale of the
State’s interest in all property within the li-
mits of the city of San Francisco,

The Legislature having adjourned, however,
without passing a law authorizing the Exten-
sion, as then recommended, I decem it my duty
again to invite attention to the question, and
to implore you to give to the subject early and
favorable consideration.

Every consideration of honor, patriotism and

fidelity to our constituents,-imperiously calls
upon us, at this time, tp apply all the means,
legitimately at our disposal, in payment of the
existing State debt.

Since the adjournment of the Legislature the
question of Extension has been discussed and
examined in all its bearings, and it gives me
pleasure to assure you that the project hasnow
comparatively few opponents.

That the title to this property is in the State
of California, and that her agents alone have
power to dispose of it, seems now to be gen-
erally conceded. Indeed, it canmot be even
plausibly questioned that the moment the right
of sovereignty vested in the United States, they

PP et s s s -
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took upon themselves merely the right to hold ||
the municipal eminent domain in trust for such
new States, as might be organized within the
acquired territory : and upon their admission
into the Union, to invest them with it, to the
same extent and in all respects as the other
States of the Confederacy. :

The Supreme Court of the United States, at
its January term, in the year 1845, declared
that ¢« The power of Congress over navigation,
and its power to make all needful rules and
regulations for the sale and disposition of
the public lands, conferred no power to grant
lands, below high-water mark, inany State
admitted into the Union ; that the shores of all
navigable waters, and the soil under them,
were not granted by the Constitution, but were
reserved by the States respectively, and that
the new States have the same rights, sover-
eignty and jurisdiction as the original States.”
It cannot, therefo.e, be doubted, that on the |!
admission of California into the Union, the ex- |!
clusive right to dispose of all the lands ““ below |
high-water mark” within her limits, passed %o |
the State. . *

The Supreme and Circuit Courts of the United
States, it may be proper here to remark, have
also well settled the principle that no separate
or exclusive right, adverse to the sovereign and
public right, is acquired by a city or town to
'the tide waters or the soil under them, by vir-
‘tue of an act of the Legislature, merely extend-
‘ing the limits of such town or city over such
waters. An act extending the bounds of a city
or town over a bay, merely for the purpose ‘of
jurisdiction, is no evidence of a grant of prop-
erty in the ““soil covered by water.” Numer-
ous decisions could be here cited in support of
this position, but it is not deemed necessary.

Permit me, in this connection, however, to
suggest that in carrying into effect the recom-
mendatiop to extend the Water Front of the
city of San Francisco, it would be advisable to
provide for the appointment of a Board of Com-
missioners, with such checks and limitations as
may be necessary, and that, without prescrib-
ing an arbitrary line. authority be given them
to extend at such points, and to such distance,
as mav. after careful examination, be deemed
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‘proper and expedient; provided, that at mo

point shall the extension exceed a dgiven number
of feet; and further, that the said Board be re-
quired to provide for as many slips, to be kept
free and unobstructed, as may be necessary for
the wants and requirements of commerce.

{tis believed that extension can be made at
various points, and in such manner as will not
only cause no injury to the harbor, but result
in positive benefit. By providing proper slips,
to be kept open and unobstructed, for the con-
venience of commerce, sufficient drainage can
be obtained, and the expense and inconvenience
incident to a change of the present grade of the
city avoided.

The practicability of this measure cannot be
questioned, and the fact that from a judicious
sale of the property within the limits of the
propesed extension, sufficient means will be re-
alized to pay the State debt, and relieve our
people from the burthen of onerous taxation,

must commend it to the favorable consideration
of the Representatives of the people. And, as
these facts are better understood and appreci-
ated by the citizens of Jan Francisco, there can
be no doubt that they will hail the extension,
not only as an act beneficial to themselves, but
as imperiously demanded by the future wants
and interests of the great and populous empo-
rium of the Pacific.

The consummation of the measure of exten-
gion, in the manner contemplated, in truth,
must result directly to the advantage of the re-
sidents of the City of San Francisco, and, in-
directly, benefit the whole people of the State.

The limited space now occupied by the busi-
ness portion of the city, demands extension for
the accommodation of her present commerce,
which is now in its infancy, and small indeed
compared with that which we have every reason
to believe will, at no remote period, be centered
in the harbor of San Francisco. To assume
that the commerce can be conveniently or ad-
vantageously transacted within the present con-
tracted limits, or that it will recede from, ra-
ther than encroach upon the water, is alike con-
trary to well matured public opinion and past

experience.
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he sale, from time to time, as deemed expe-
dient, of such an amount of water property,

of commerce, must exercise a wholesome influ-
ence in regulating rent charges, which, in the
‘increased price of goods, are eventually paid by
consumers throughout the State.

The harbor of San Francisco, from its position

commerce of the world than any other within
our confederacy, and it is therefore hoped that
Congress, during the present session, will adopt
the necessary measures to protect and render it
perfectly secure.

26, 1851, property owned by the State known
as the ‘“‘Beach and Water Lot property,” was

released to the city of San Francisco for the |,

term of ninety-nine years, the city to pay unto
the State Treasury twenty-five per cent. upon
11 moneys arising from the disposition made of
the property after the passage of the Act. On
the first day of May, 1851, another Act was
passed, relinquishing to the city certain Beach
and Water Lot property, upon the express con-
dition that certain titles which had been there-
tofore granted by Justices of the Peace, should
be confirmed. The requirement to confirm
grants made by Justices of the Peace, up to
March 12th, 1853, the date of the repeal of the

Actof May 1st, 1851, had been wholly neglect-

ed, and up to the 25th December, 1853, compa-
ratively but a small sum had been paid into the
State Treasury, under the provisions of the
second section of the Act of March 21, 1851.

I would therefore recommend that the Act
approved May 18, 1853, entitled ‘““An Act to
provide for the sale of the interest of the State
of California in the property within the water
front of the city of San Francisco, as defined in
and by the Act entitled ‘“An Act to provide for
the disposition of certain property of the State
of California,” passed March 26, 1851, be so
modified as to authorize the Board of Commis-
gioners appointed under the Act aforesaid, to
dispose of the State’s remaining interest in said
property, in such manner and at such times as

they may deem proper and expedient.
The rieht of the State ta dignnse of the re.

adapted as it is to the wants and requirements |

and capacity, is of more importance to the|

By an Act of the Legislature, approved March |
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The right oI the NState to dispose ot the re-
versionary interest in the property released to
the city by Act of 26th March, 1851, it is be-
lieved, cannot be questioned, and although
owing to the fact that the property has been
released to the city for a long term of years,
the sum realized on each lot may be small, in
the aggregate it will constitute an important
item in meeting demands upon the State Trea-
sury.

Persons who have purchased heretofore from
the city of San Francisco, in good faith, cannot
reasonably object to the sale, because, by ob-
taining the State’s remaining interest, a perfect
title to  their property may be acquired. On
the contrary, it is presumed that they will
cagerly embrace the opportunity thus offered,
of extinguishing an interest adverse to their
own, and which each year increases in import-
ance, while the value of their own tenure is
being as constantly decreased.

In addition to the amount derivable from the
sale of lots within the limits of the proposed ex-
tension, the Government Reserves, and the
State’s remaining interest in the property re-
leased to the city, and sold in accordance with
the provisions of the Act of March 26th, 1851,
the sum of $298 437 accrues to the State, as
her portion of the amount realized from sales
made by the city, of this description of proper-
ty,on the 26th day of December, 1853. Add

to the above, the $473,475 realized from sales |’

of property made by the State Commissioners,
and we have the sum of %771,912, of which

amount, at least $650,000 can be applied, as |

received, in part payment of the Civil Debt of
the State.

DPuam ¢hana cAarsmann tha ammanad swhiakh w111 ha

From these sources the amount which will be
realized, it is confidently believed, cannot be
less than Seven Millions of Dollars, an amount
sufficient to pay the entire debt of the State,
civil and war, and leave in the Treasury a
balance of more than three and a half millions.

Before dismissing the subject,I would re-
mark, that it may not be necessary, or advisa-
ble, to gell immediately the whole of the pro-
perty within the proposed extension, but only

so much as may be required to liquidate the
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existing State debt; leaving the surplus to be
disposed of as the future wants of the State
may demand. ;

If, however, the prosperity of the city, and
her rapidly incremsing commerce, should de-
mand the immediate sale of the whole of the
property, I would respeetfully suggest that the
balance derived, after the payment of the pub-
lic debt, be invested in the United States six
per cent. bonds. The annual interest on the
surplus of three and a half millions, as esti-
mated, would, at six per cent., amount to
£210,000.

This sum judiciously expended annually for
necessary public works, at San Francisco;--in
removing obstacles to the safe navigation of our
rivers, above ports of entry, and in improving
public highways, and building bridges where
necessary for the public convenience through-
out the State, in a few years, would effect a
mighty change in the condition of California.

Judicious legislation alone is now wanting to
secure all that is claimed, and in the premises,
more than realize the expectations of our com-
mon constituents.

Me mnad dha fnancccicam teabacand fe o NN

To meet the accruing interest on the Civil
Debt, the sum' of one hundred and sixty-five
thousand, eight hundred and fifty-five dollars,
and twenty cents, must each year, until the
debt shall have been paid, be collected in cash
from the people of the State. ;

The amount of interest accruing annually on
the War Debt, is $#67,495 69, which added to
the interest on the Civil Debt, amounts to the
sum of $233,350 89.

With the ample resources legitimately within
your reach, and to which I have directed your
attention, it is hoped that you will, without un-
pecessary delay, adopt measures to secure the
liquidation of the entire debt, as rapidly as the
outstanding bonds of the State can be advanta-
geously called in and cancelled.

With sufficient funds in the Treasury, the in-
debtedness of the State, it i2 believed, can be
discharged on favorable terms by advertising
for “sealed proposals for the surrander of
bonds,” in the manner prescribed in the ninth
section of the Funding Act of 1852, and thus
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relieve the people from the annual payment of
an onerous special tax. :

Statement €, which i¢ herewith transmitted,
has been compiled with much care, and exhibits
the important fact, that during the past four
years, the average annual expenditures of the
several Departments, collectively, and which
includes the legitimate expenses of the State
Government, have been five hundred and fifty-
three thousand, nine hundred and sixty-three
dollars and ninety cents.

The receipts inyto the Treasury for the fiscal
year ending June 30th, 1854, are estimated at
$780,000, being an excess of $226,000 over the
average annual expenditures exhibited by.state-
ment C.

These facts prove conclusively that by the
adoption of the proposed reforms, the Govern-
ment will be enabled to meet, and in cash, ac-
accruing demands on the Treasury, and justify
a great reduction of the taxation now bearing
so heavily on the people. .

In my annual message, at the commencement
of the last session, the attention of the Legis-
lature was invited to the importance of making
an efficient effort to obtain from the General
Government, the entire amonnt of the <Civil
Fund.” the collection of which was begun in the
early part of the year 1847 ; and a few days
before the close of the sessionm, I transmitted
important papers in relation to the disposition
made of this fund, (see document No. 53, ap-

pended to Senate Journsl,) and again urged
‘the Legislature to give the subject thorough
investigation, and to transmit, without delay,
the result of their researches to our Delegation

in Congress.
PRI - LAl i L emianss Al ae i 0%

This fund, amounting to more than one mil-
lion of Dollars, rightfully belopgs to the State
of Califoruia, and would not, it is confidently
believed, be longer withheld, if all the impo t-
ant facts connected with its collection and dis-
bursement were carefully prepared and for-
warded to Congress.

The condition of California at the time when

the collection of this fund commenced, it may |-

be proper here to remark, was indeed peculiar.
Congress had failed to Legislate for the coun-
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try, and the President of the United Statesand |

Secretary of the Treasury,it is understood,
had both, in official communications, admitted

the want of power in the proper department of |

the Government to collect revenue in California;
and, the officers in command on the Pacific
Coast, could not, under their instructions, per-
mit foreign goods to be landed without the du-
ties having first been paid, though there was
at the time a pressing demand for them in the
ocountry.

In the absence, however, of law on the sub-
ject, the Civil Governor assumed the responsi-
bility of permitting the goods to be landed,
and of receiving the amount of duties fixed by
the act of 1846 ; and the people of California
controlled by their necessities, though without
a voice in the councils of the nation, quietly ac-
quiesce in this novel exercise of the taxing

power. -
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This fund collected from the people of Uali-

fornia, before the revenue laws of the United
States were extended over the country—col-
lected, in fact, without authority of law, and
long before we were allowed representation at
Washington, it is contended, belongs to the
State of California and should at once be re-
funded. The subject is commended to your
consideration with the hope that an expression
of opinion on the question, as well as all the
importaut facts in the case, will be carefully
prepared and forwarded to our delegation iu
Congress.

The great necessity and importance of provi-
ding weans to liquidate, and as speedily as
possible, the civil debt of the State, havin
been urged upon your early consideration, an
measures recommended which, if adopted, in a
comparatively short period of time, will enable
the agents of the State to effect that desirable
object, permit me to recommend co-operation
on the part of the Legislature, with our dele-
gation in Congress, in securing the the assump-
tion by the General Government, in some form,
of the existing war debt, which now amounts
to the sum of £924,259 65.

No provision has, it is true, been made for
the payment sf the accruing interest on the war

http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=SDU18540106.2.2&srpos=2&d...
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:l;‘l‘)t‘: but the State, by solemn acts of legisiii:
tion, stands pledged for the payment of the |

whole amount, principal and interest. -

The present, for various reasons, is regarded
As & propitious time to demand justice in the |
premises, at the hand#of the General Govern- |
In addition to the fact that there is now
» large amount of surplus money in the treasury |
»f the nation, and the bright promise of the |
future increase, the immense importance of the
Pacific country to the commerce, not only of the
Atlantic States, but of the whole Eastern
world—an importance now universally conce-
ded—cannot fail, it is conceived, to commend
our rights and interests to the immediate con- |,

ment.

sideration of the General Government.

There are, however, many other cogent rea-
sons too, why the General Government should
promptly, not only assume the entire war debt,
principal and interest, but also refundj the
whole amount of the civil fund, except, perhaps
the sum expended in defraying the expenses of
the Constitutional convention, held at Montery

in September and October, 1849.

The important fact that California contributes
annually more to the National treasury, in
proportion to population, than any other State
in the confederacy, certainly entitles her to in-
creased consideration in making disbursements

from the national coffers.

The amount of revenue collected at the seve-
ral ports within the State during the fiscal year
two millions
three hundred and fifty thousand dollars, an
amount equal to one sixteenth of the whole
sum heretofore annually required to defray the
expenses of the National Government.
the receipts of the first quarter have been so
much increased, as to warrant the belief, that
the present fiscal year, the revenue collected at
the different ports in California, must conside-
rably exceed three milliens, being equal to an-
nual tax of eleven dollars and thirty-four
cents upon each man, woman and child, within
The amount thus in-
directly collected in the other States of the
Union, average only two dollars and thirteen

ending June 30th, 1853, excee

the limits of California.

cents t.t_).e?.ch man, woman and child.

2 8 A Navan_
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It will be seen from the report of the Comp-
troller of the State, that he estimates the ex-
penditures for the fiscal year ending the 30th
day of June, 1854, at nine hundred and sixty
thousand four hundred and fifty dollars, and
fifty-one cents. This estimate, though regarded
as sufficiently high, is in the aggregate, only
equal to one-third the amount a.nnually contri-
buted by the people of California for the sup-
port of the National Government, and is an
average tax of only three dollars and sixty-
three cents on each man, woman and child
within the State. Whilst State taxation 18 the
subject of general complaint, as being exorbi-
tant and oppressive on our people, not a mur-
mur is heard in relation to the indirect exac-
tions of the General Government, though three
fold greater than the amount collected for
state purposes. . "

Thils) nfode of taxation, although perhaps,
not so apparent as that which is more direct and
collected for the purposes of State Government,
is equally onerous and oppressive. Great as ig
the amount thus annusally exacted from the
hard earnings of our people, for the support
of the General Government, they have acquies-
ed in its collection without & murmur, and now
feel that they have a claim t0 increased consi-
deration on the part of Congress. Again, it
should be remembered, in the consideration of
the claims which we present, that California,
though the youngest of the Sovereign States,
annually adds to the wealth of the nation,
about eighty-two millions of dollars in gold
dust, being considerably more than one half of
the whole sum contributed by the other States.

During th 1852, the total amount of exports
from L other thirty States was but $154,931,147,

as follows :

“ .- $87,965,732
‘é‘:ﬁi&‘ism, - - 25,857,027
Other products, - 25,607,076
Tobacco, - - 10,031,383
Bgare v 2 s 2,470,029

Total value of exports from the

Aothor thirty 3;{;2:, s pod A l?11(531‘,1!’31.147
mount of gold dust ship -
ifornia in81863, $57,300,399 42

Estimated amount in private hands, 25,000,000 00
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EToml.tunoum'. of gold dust shipped in
1858, - n . - 482,800,809 42

These important facts, obtained from official re-

cords and ble sources, if so presented as to in-
duce examination of the whole subject, cannot fail,
it is believed, to secure for the claims of California
the favorable consideration of Congress.

In view, however, of the very many subjects which
must necessarily a great &rﬂon of the time
and labor of our n in Congress, [ feel cal-

led upon to say, that I regard it as almost impossi-

ble for them to make to individual members of the
two Houses of Congress the explanations necessary
to a correct understanding of the question, and to
remove the erroneous impressions created by incor-
rect statements, heretofore made in relation to In-
'dian difficulties in California; and, unless full and
correct information be Eiven, and effort made to in-
duce inveetisation on the part of those charged with
the duty of deeiding upon its merits, we can scarcely
hope that our claim be properly appreciated and
favorable action secured.

The subject is, therefore, earnestly, but respect-
fully commended to your careful consideration, with
the hope that you will devise an efficient plan of co-
operation with our Delegation in Congress.

With a view to lessen the expenditures of Govern-
ment, I respectfully renew and earnestly invoke your
attention to the recommendations made in my last
annual message, in relation to amendments to the
Constitution of the State, and now suggest two oth-
ers, which I regard as highly important.

The first, in order that the instrument may the
more perfectly conform to the s(i)irit of our popular
form of government; the second, as conducive to
simplicity and economy in the administration of its
affairs.

The second section of article tenth, which-J)ro-
vides for the calling of a Convention, as the mode of
““ revising or changing the entire Constitution,”
containg no provision requiring the Convention, after
closing its labors, to submit the Constitution framed
to a vote of the people of the State, at a general

election.
This is certainly a radical defect, and one which

should be remedied, before clothing ang body of men
with the power to “‘ revise or change the entire Con-

stitution.

I _ N a0 4. . P Lnclacm hanm fuammad and

The Constitution, after having been tramed and
adopted by a Convention, permit me here to suggest,
should be placed within the reach of every voter,
and ample time given to examine, carefully, its prin-
ciples, its provisions and its limitations, before called

LSS IS JESRSY SR A P 7 SR S
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upon by vote to sanction and give effect to it as fun-
1 there respeoctfully
recommend that this section be so amended as to
require the Convention to submit the Constitution,
people; the same to
have no effect until adopted by a majority of the le-
gal voters of the State, at a general election.

The twenty-first section of the eleventh article of
the Constitution, provides that *‘alllaws, decrees,
regulations and provisions, which from their nature

ire publication, shall be published in English

damental and paramount law.

after framed, to a vote of the

requ
an‘h Spanish.”

This section should be so far modified as to allow
the Legislature a discretionary power as to what
““ Jaws, decrees, regulations and provisions” shall be
translated and printed in the Spanish language.

The necessity of such modification is apparent
from the fact that the section has heretofore, in prac-
tice, been almost wholly disregarded. And, although
this requirement has been but partially complied
with, so great has been the expense and inconven-
ience arising therefrom, that its disregard has been
a matter of no surprise, but has rather been consid-
[n fact, had this

rovision been fully complied with, had all the ‘‘laws,

ecrees, regulations and provisions” now printed in |
rinted in Spanish, the printins

account, now the subject of much complaint, would |

have been greatly increased in amount, to say noth-

ing of the expense of translation which must have |

ered as the demand of neccessity.

English been also

begn therebg incurred.

) BOSGIVS J VN S P,

ticle.

The remaining reforms recopmended in my last |
annual message, with the oxception of those finally |1
disposed of by the last Legislature,are also again |
recommended to your favorable consideration.

By adopting the reforms proposed, it is believed |
that an annual saving will be effected to the State
of three-hundred and seventy-one thousand seven |

hundred dollar:, . {ollows:

Surveyor General, - - 3

Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Biennial Sessions, - - -
Reduction of pay to €8 per day, mileage
one-half, - - - -
Limiting session to ninety days, -

~

17 of 28

N e A on Nt ler i
I engrafting on the Constitutiou these highly 1m-
portant amendments, 1 recommend the mode pre- |
seribed in the first section of the tenth article of that |
instrument. By adopting this mode of amendment,
the expense of a convention, and the excitement in-
cident, will be avoided, and the required changes to |:
free the Constitution of objectionable features se- |
cured in a shorter period of time than by the other |/
mode provided in the second section of the same ar- |

171,000 |

110,000 |
43,200

http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=SDU18540106.2.2&srpos=2&d...

2,000 |
4,500 |

4/4/2016 2:36 PM



GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. — Sacramento Daily Union 6 January 185...

18 of 28

Raavwa WA W RS WW mmmmemw —— —y—

Reducing transportation of prisoners from

one dollar to fifty cents per mile, - 8,000
(zovernor’s salary to §6,000, - 4,000
Salary of Supreme Court Judges to $6,000, 12,000
Reducing number of District Judges from

eleven to eight, about - - 12,000
Salary of Dist. Attorney of San Francisco, 5,000

$371,700 |

A general curtailment of legislative expenditures,
and especially that portion of them incident to the
clericafdnt.ies performed, would also seem to be ab-
golutely necessary.

The enormous sum of one hundred and eighty-
two thousand four hundred and twenty-seven dollars
and forty-three cents has been paid for clerk hire
and to the officers of the two Houses, during the
sessions of 1852 and 1853. The amount paid last
session to officers and clerks alone, was one hundred
and six thousand and ninety-three dollars and se-
venty cents. It is true, that the Executive has no
control over the action of either House, so far as
the employment of clerks and officers is concerned,
and that both in this matter, are as independent of
the Governor as they are of each other; but as we
have recently seen an effort made to hold the Exe-
cutive responsible for every expenditure of public
money, | may be permitted to direct your attention
to the subject, and invoke yotir co-operation in the
work of reform, so necessary to the preservation of
State credit.

The people of California not only anticipate that
rovision will be made during the present session
or the payment of the existing State debt, but they

also expect that you will, by reducing the salaries of
office generally, so far lessen the expenditures of go-
vernment that they will not, as heretofore, exceed
the receipts into the Treasury, and that hereafter it
may not be necessary to seek a market for the sale
of depreciated evidences of State indebtedness. The
great importance of these measures I trust, will se-
cure your early and favorable action.

In connection with these suggestions, relative to
economy and reform, permit me remind you of the
fact, that the Constitution restricts the action of the
Executive in these matters, to a simple recommen-
dation. I have now, therefore, exhausted my power.
I have performed all, in the premises, authorized by
the constitution, and should my recommendations
not meet with your npﬂroval. 1 hoFe some otaer
equally efficient plan will be adopted for the relief of
the State. Recommendations similar to those now
urged were presented for the consideration of the
last Legislature; but most of them were passed over,
unheeded or neglected, and great dissatisfaction has,

LN et ks e . S e e
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during the year, been manifested by our common
constituents, who confidently expected that a tho-
rough system of reform would be matured and adopt-
ed, and a consequent reduction of taxation justified.

I feel called upon to again direct your attention to
our Revenue Laws, complaints against some por-
tions of which, especidlly the license system, have
reached me during the recess, and the question of
taxation is, therefore, ?resented as one deserving of
careful examination. In the revision of the system,
I am aware that circumstances must, to some extent
control your action, but the well settled principles
that taxation shall not be burthensome—that a
greater amount shall not be levied than is required
to defray the expenses of an economically adminis-
tered GGovernment—that it shall not be imposed to
protect one interest at the ecpense of another—and
that it shall be so assessed, as_to operate as equally
and uniformly upon all as possible, ought not, 1nany
degree be departed from in your legislation on the
subject. :

’Bhe agricultural interest of California, though
but partially developed, is now one of conceded im-
portance, and should, as far as it can, consistently
with the constitation, be fostered by judicious legis-
lation. The development of our agricultural re-
sources, it is true, cannot be said to have advanced
as rapidly as other of the great inter>sts of the State.
But, in view of the man¥ and formidable existing
obstacles to its rapid development, it is & matter of

surprise that so large a portion of our enterprising |
citizens have engaged in tilling the soil, and that so |
many valuable improvergents have already been |

made.

The greatest obstacles to-the rapid improvement |

of the country, 1 would here remark, are to be

found in the unsettled condition of land titles, and

the fact that the boundaries of but few of the nu-
merous ts throughout the State, have been
defined by proper authority. Until the titles to

these grants shall have been sottled and their boun- |

daries accurately ascertained by actual survey, er-
rors will be committed by settlers in locating pre-

 emption claims.

. And, as it is now more than probable that many
years must elapse before these obstacles can be re-
moved, by the final settlement of these perplexing

uestions, judicious legislation for the protection of
the bona-fide settler, would seem in justice to that
emuipriaing and useful mn of our people, to be
absolutely necessary, proper.

Entertaining the opjmion that &“ all cases where
the location has been made in good faith by the
gettler, under the impression that there exists no
title adverse to that of the General Government,
inat aomnansation should be allowed him for all ne-
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bstantial improvements, in case of
mdu? d:sol:l a duty to oo:n'nnd the sub-
jm&mm iss the guestion, however, it may
be proper to

most of the States of the
WVUMICATIBCY uayve saucviouea wae acipie ny iegis-
lating for the protection of the act.l:al.l se‘;.ltler.y .
For detq:xour attentivn is respectfully directed
to the Revised Statutes of Illinois, page 211. Hut-
chinson’s Mississippi Code, page 856. Revised Sta-
tutes of Texas, pages 969 and 970.. Clay’s Digest
of the laws of Alabama, pages 320 and 321. Thomp-
son’s Digest of the Laws of Florida, page 187. Re-
vised Statutes of Ohio, pages 606 and 696. Revised
Statutes of Indiana, p% 800. Pennsylvania Di-

est by Dunlap, Revised Statutes of
issouri, pages 445‘5&1 445

With a view to the further encouragement of agri-
culturalists, and as an inducement to diversity of
pursuits among the people of the State, I would
respectfully call your attention to the propriety of
}again exerting the influence of the Legislature in
‘an effort to obtain the e of a law by Coo-

ss donating the public domain in California, in
imited quantities, to actual settlers, as in Oregon.

There certainly exists no good reason why the
Government should, in California, require from the
settler one dollar and twenty-five cents per.acre, and
in Oregon, donate it free of charge.

The California overland emigrant travels about
the same number of miles, and two-thirds of the
whole distance over the same road; he encounters
the same difficulties and dangers ; endures similar
privations and hardships ; and is, moreover, subject
to like expenses and sacrifices in making his ar-
rangements at home, as well as losses on the jour-
nex:l . . * * ae * . Fos - . B ies i S A S

The discrimination made by the General Gov-
ernment in this matter, adverse to the interests of
the settler in California, is therefore regarded as
exceedingly unwise, if not unjust, and I trust will be
'reconsidered by the present Congress, and the pub-
'lic domain in California, as in Oregon, donated in
small tracts to actual settlers.

But if Congress cannot be induced to change its
golic;y, and donate the public domain to settlers in

alifornia,and if the present act is to remain in force,
it certainly ought to be amended so as toextend,
at least another year, the time allowed for pre-emp-
tion upon unsurveyed lands. If this amendment be
not made, and pre-emptions upon unsurveyed lands
prohibited after March next, the growth and im-
provement of the State must be greatly retarded,
and the interests of our people very injuriously af-

PR |
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fected.
4 8?({ the act of Congress, approved Sept. 25th,

entitled ‘““An Act to enable the State of Ar-

kansas and other States to reclaim swamp lands
within their limits,” it is provided “‘that to enable

the State of Arkansas and other States to construct |

the necessary levees and drains, to reclaim swamp or
overflowed lands therein, the whole of these swam
and overflowed lands, made unfit thereby for culti-
vation, which shall remain unsold at the passage of
this act, shall be and the same are hereby granted to
said States.”

The second section of the act requires the Secre-
tary of the Interior to make out a list of the lands
and a patent therefor, and transmit them to the
Governors of the several States interested. Also,
that the proceeds of the sale of said lands shall be
applied cxclusively, as far as necessary, to reclaim
such lands by means of levees and drains.

The third section provides that *“When the great-
?art of a legal sub-division of land is wet and unfit

or cultivation, it shall be included in the list; but
when a groater part of a sub-divizion is not of that
character the whole shall be excluded.”

The fourth and last section of the Act, makes its
provisions applicable to all other States in which
swamp and overflowed lands may be situated.

The Act is construed to include *‘all lands subject
to periodical overflow by the influx and currents
from the rivers.” Lands of this description in the
valley of the Mississippi pass by this grant, even
though they may be cultivated for a part of the
year without levee or drain.

Rnt ae thavr raanira ananh nratastian far normanant

sut as they require such protection tor permanent
and profitable cultivation, they come within the
gpirit and purview of the Act, and pass to the States
in which they lie, by virtue of its provisions.

The Act will doubtless receive the same construc-
tion, when its provisions shall be applied to the
swamp lands in the State of California. By it, the
State, it is believed, acquires absolute control of
the overflowed valleys of the many streams within
her limits, except o far as they may be held by pri-
vate individuals.

To avail ourselves of the benefit of this Act, as
suggested in my last annual message, ‘‘steps should
be taken and an economical glan of operations de-
vised, to effect the early reclamation of the lands
thereby donated. Hundreds of our enterprising ci-
tizens have already lecated on these lands, and at
considerable expense and labor, made valuable im-
provements thereon. Justice and sound policy re-
quire that they should be secured in their posses-
gions on the most reasonable terms. The more lib-
eral the terms, the more certain and prompt will be

thaic wanlamanbinn and Trmmsarrarmand haiw enande
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their reclamation and improvement. Their speedy
scttlement and cultivation is a matter of great mo-
mout to the State, because it will add immenscly to
the amount of taxable property ; and thus, of course,
greatly increase our revenue. A partial knowledge
of the location of these lands, as well as careful re-
flection, have satisfied me that their reclamation can
be best effected by donating them to actual settlers,
in fixed quantities, upon the same terms that we
have received them from the General Government.
The State must either reclaim each tract as sold, or
devise a general plan of operations, which, by means
of drains or levees, will reclaim the whole. Such a
work will.not only require years of labor, and wuch
more treasure than will ever be realized from the
sale, but will delay their improvement and greatly
retard the prosperity of the State. I, therefore, re-
commend the passage of an Act donating these
lands to actual settlers, in quantities not exceeding
three hundred and twenty acres, if such limitation
be considered judicious, as a theans of reclamation,
upon condition that the settler shall defray the ex-
pense of selection, and within a stated period reclaim
the land occupied ; the land to be subject to taxa-
tion from and after the day of location.”

1 still adhere to the opinion expressed in my last
snnual message, that the salo or lease of the mineral
lands by the General Government would exert a
blighting influence upon the advancing prosperity of
our growing State, and paralyze the energies of the
enterprising body of men now engaged in develop-
ing {ge mineral resources of California. At present
there are no exactions upon labor in the mines, and
the reasons are, indeed, numerous. and cogent why
the National Government in common justice, should
impose no additional exactions upon the industry and
enterprise of our peaple, or pursue a course of policy
favored by none except those interested in the es-
tablishment of powerful monopolies against the do-
mina(tiion of which Government should assiduously
guard.

The Legislature cf 1852, it will be remembered,
protested against the policy of locating the Indians
within the State upon reservations of land set apart
for that purpose; and that the several treaties
made by the Indian Commissioners in the years
1851 and 1852, in each of which, it is believed, pro-
vision was made for a reservation of land, were all
unanimously rejected by the United States Senate.

The action of the Senate was regarded by the au-
thorities and people of California as a definite sot-
tlemet;t of the question, rendering furthﬁr action ‘33
the subject, on their , unnecessary. But it wo
now soé,m that we wg::t mistaken—that the wishes
of the people of the State, as expressed by the Le-
gislature of 1852, are to be disregarded, and the
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wise and humane policy, adopted nearly half a cen-
tury ago, of locating the Indians without the limits
of Sovereign States, and distant from white popula-
tion, go far as California is concerned at least, is to
be abandoned. The Superintendent of Indian Af-
fairs in California, acting under a law of Congress,
ruaod at the last session, which authorizes him to
ocato the various tribes, either within the State or
on territory without its limits, is said now to be en-
ed in collecting them together with the design of
ocating them permanently at several points within
the State. In order the more fully to understand
the authority on which is based the present and
contemplated action of the Superintendent of Indian
A ffairs, I subjoin an extract trom the law of Con-
gress, passed March 3, 1853, entitled “An Act mak-
ing appropriations for the current and contingent
expenses of the Indian Department, and for fulfill-
ing treaty stipulations with various tribes for the
year ending June 30, 1854,” viz: “‘That the Pre-
gident of the United States, if, upon e¢xamination,
he shall approve of the plan hereafter ovided for
the protection of the Indians” be, and he is hereby
authorized to make five military reservations from
the public domain in the State of California, or the
territories of Utah and New Mexico, bordering on
said State, for Indian purposes: Provided, That
such reservations shall not contain more than twen-
ty-five thousand acres in each ; And provided fur-
er, That such reservations shall not be made upon
any lands inhabited by citizens of California ; and
the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars
is hereby appropriated out of any money in the trea-
sury not otgorwho appropriated, to defray the ex-
pense of subsisting the Indians in California, and
removing them to said reservations for protection ;
Prov further, if the foregoing plan shall be
adopted by the President, the three Indian agencies
in California shall be thereupon abolished.”
In this connection, | would also call your attention
to the proviso to the sixth scction of an act ertitled

“An act to provide for the survey of Public Lands |

in California, the ting of Pre-emption Rights
tl.gggin, and for other purposes,” passed March 3d,

“And provided further, that this act shall not be
construed to authorize any settlement to be made on
any tract of land in the oceupation or possession of
any Indian tribe, or to grant any pre-emption right

| to the same.”

It will be observed that by the above proviso, it is
rendered at least questionable, whether the United
States do not fally recognize a title in the Indians to

all lands without limitation, now ifi their ‘‘occupd-
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tion or possession,” and entirely preclude the &
bility of their settlement by our own citizens. S ‘o,gld
the Indians, now in the ““occupation or possession”” of
lands, refuse to remove and be located on the contem-
plated reservations, the white settler, by the above
provision, is clearly debarred from obtaining any
*‘Pre-empticn Right to lands in their occupation or
possession.”

Impressed with the conviction that the policy, in-
dicated by this aect, if carried into effect, cannot fail
to exercise a blighting influence on the future pros-
Erity of California, and result in great injury to the

dians themselves, I trust you will feel called upon
to assert the rights of the State, and to remonstrate
against its consummation.

There certainly exists, at this time, no good rea-
son for a departure, with reference to California,
from the settled policy of the government. ;

The plan of removing the Indian tribes, and locat-
ing them witout the States, was first adopted by an
act of Con , passed March 26th, 1:04, and by
the act of June, 1834, a large section of country was
laid off as Indian Territory, to which the Indians
east of the Mississippi were from time to time re-
moved. In this way, the Creeks, the Cherokees,
the Chickasaws, the Seminoles, and other tribes
were deported.

fn annabinm Af this emicn and humana waliae Dasai_
In speaking of this wise and humane policy, Prési-
dent Jackson, in his second annual message, says: ‘[t
ﬁivcs me pleasure to announce to Congress, that the
encvolent policy of the government, steadily pur-
sued for nearly thirty years, in relation to the re-
moval of the Indians, beyond the white settlements,
is approaching to a happy consummation. The con-
sequence of a speedy removal will be important to
the United States to individual States, and to the
Indians themselves. It puts an end to all possible
danger of collision between the authorities of the
eneral and State governments on account of the
ndians. It will place a denseand civilized popula-
tion on large tracts of land, now oocugied by a few
savage hunters.” Before concluding he announces
this policy to be an ““object of much solicitude,”
and adds—*‘in the eonsummation of a policy, oriii-
nating at an early period, and steadily pursued by
every administration within the present century, so
just to the States, and so gengrous to the Indians,

operation of Congress, and of all good and disinter-
ested men. Fhe States, moreover, have a right to
demand it. It was substantially a part of the con-
tract which made them members of the confederaey.
With Georgia, this is an express contract; with the

jnew States, an implied one of equal obligation.”

The goverhment of the United States, in pursu-

anna af this snaliaey e ta [Naaamhae 18290 Lhad .o

the Executive feels it has a right to expect the co- -
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ance of this policy, up to December, 1539, had ex-
tinguished the [ndian title to about one hundred and
twenty millions of acres of land, ata cost of seventy-
two millions five hundred and sixty thousand and
fifty-six dollars, and up to the same date, had re-
moved more than forty thousand Indians to their
new homes west of the Mississippi.

But, if there even existed doubts as to the “‘right
of the State to demand their removal,” the fact that
by the proposed plan, ““a wixed occupancy of the
same territory by the white and red man,” is to be
continued, thus jeopardizing the safety and happi-
 ness of both, ought definitely to settle the question,
‘and induce the government to abanden a *‘policy,
the impracticability of which, has been clearly de-
monstrated.”

An loncmanan brnwmbd wmalida cad Sabacacba LAV Croa. _»

AS 1Mportant rignis and interests ot the State of
California are involved in this question, it is hoped
that it will receive, as it merits, your immediate as
well as careful and dispassionate consideration, and
that you will insist, that in California there shall be
no departure from the Indian policy which has so
long received the sanction of the government of the
United States.

The whole number of School Land warrants issued
under the act of 1852, entitled ““An Act to provide
for the disposal of the five hundred thousand acres
of land granted to the State by act of Congress,” is
one thousand one hundred and twenty-seven. Of
this number, eight hundred and six- authorize each
holder to locate one hundred and sixty acres; and
three hundred and twenty-one authorize each holder
to locate three hundred and twenty acres. In this
manner, two hundred and thirty-one thousand six
hundred and eighty acres have been sold.

Additional legislation on this subject may be
found necessary at the present sessien to prevent a
monopoly of these lands, and preserve inviolate the
pledged faith of the State, as well as to secure
the lands remaining wunsold ; the latter of which
can be effected either by proper amendments to the
existing law, or by authorizing their selection by
agents of the State.

The accruing interests on the fund realized from
the sale of these lands by the constitution, is set
apart for the support of Common Schools, and can-
not, therefore, be appropriated to any othey p
whatever. This fund is the common inheritance of
the children of the State; a fact, which it is believed
cannot fail to induce on your part, early and de-
cided action in the premises.

In providing for the sale of these lands, it is but |

just to state, that the Legislature was not unmindful
of other important interests, and therefore fixed the
price at two dollars per acre, which, in State serip,

amnnntad tn hnt a trifla if anv mara than o wae
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amounted to but a trifle, if avy more, than is now
exacted by the government of the United States.

In framing the law so as to place this land within
the reach of all*desirous of engaging in the cultiva-
tion of the soil, there existed another difficulty.

The act of Congress donating the land, required
the State te locate not less than three hundred and
twenty acres at any one point. To meet this obsta-
cle and protect the settler, as far as possible, warrants
authorizing the location of one hundred and sixty
acres were issued, allowing two settlers to locate up-
on the same tract, in all cases necessary for their ac-
commodation. In this manner, about four hundred
divisions of the amount authorized to be selected by
act of Congress have been effected, promoting ma-
terially the interests of those who were unabls to
Enrchase, or who really required no more than one

undred and sixty acres.

The report of the Superintendent of Publie In-
structied, soon to be presented, will, no doubt, con-
tain much useful information, on the subject of
Common School Education. The fund set apartfor
this very important object, the interest on which is
to be appropriated annually, now amounts to $463,-
360, leaving 268,320 acres of land to be sold, exclu-
sive of the 26th and 36th sections of Public l.ands,
denated for the same purpose, by act of Congress,
approved March 3d, 1853. The amount of land to
which the State is entitled under the Act of Con-
gress of the 3d of March, 1853, as estimated at the
office of the U. S. Surveyor General, is five million
two hundred and one thousand, two hundred and
forty-four acres ; (See Appendix D,) to which add
the five hundred thousand acres appropriated by the
Act of eighteen hundred and forty-one, and we have
a grand total of five million seven hundred and one
thousand two hundred and forty-four acres of School
Launds, which, if sold at the price fixed in the exist-
ing law, viz: $2 peracre, will yield the sum of eleven
mﬁlions four hundred and two thousand four hun-
dred and eighty-eight dollars; the interest upoa
which, at seven per cent., would annually amount to
the sum of seven hundred and ninety-eight thousand
one hundred and seventy-four do and sixteen
cents. A sum amply sufficient to sustain a system
of popular Education greatly superior to that of any
of our sister States—a system entirely uate to
extend the blessings and bounties of knowledge to
every family within the State.

e importance ofan efficient system of education,
embracing in its comprehensive and benevolent de-
sign the whole people, cannot be too often or too ur-
gently pressed upon the consideration of their im-
mediate representatives. ;

The education of the masses is intimately intere
woven with the first of representative duties in a
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overnment which has derived form and vitality
rom the intelligence of the people, and the future
existence cf which must depend, in no small degree,
upon their capacity of judging and deciding cor-
rectly upon thée principles and measures vitally im-
portant to themselves and their country.

In the consideration of this interesting subject, it
should be borne in mind, not only that our govern-
ment is favorable to popular education, but that its
fundamental principle, the sovereignty of the peo-

le, absolutelv requires that ‘‘every citizen should
well taught in all the principles of his duty.”
¢ Correct information,” it has been well said, *‘is
the indispensable condition of right action.” By
our wise Constitution we have given ** civil omnipo-
tence to the ballot-box.” By our laws we must now
ive sound education to the voter, or by neglecting
ft‘. we may endanger the permanency of the free in-
stitutions around which the brightest and *‘ holiest
h of humanity are clustered.”
he Superintendent of Public Instruction, who,
it is understood, has faithfully exerted his aective
energies in devising a plan to secure the intellectual
culture of the rising generation, will, in his report,
it is presumed, make such suggestions as will enable
you to legislate inteiligently.on the subject, and to
mature & system so perfect in its details as to realize
fully inits great results, the expectations of those
most deeplty interested.
Amount of interest fezd now in the

Treasury, derived from the sale of

School ds, - - - - $29951 5
Collected under Revenue Law of 1852, 22,253 94
From escheated estates, - - - - L0479

‘mm - - ® - ’”'m m
"{‘%?cbon a:;ount, the law provides, shall be dis-
tributed pro rata ..monf the children of the State,
within organized schoo I !
statemont F.) _ W bole riumber of schools organized,
forty-seven. N umber of children : a8 resid-
within the several school distri-ts of the State,
é& Number attending sebool, 4,052,
By the twelfth section of an Aet «f Congress, ap-
proved March 3d, 1°53, entitled ““An act to pro-
(Continued on 4th page)

Since the 1st of
Jan., 1852, of the
then adjusted debt,
in the shape of three -
per cent. bonds re-
deemed, including
interest, there has
been vaid in cotn 272,978 41
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In seven per cent.

bonds due in 1855,

and redeemed,there

has been paid in coin

since Jan. 1, 18562, 77,000 00
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