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Aldermanic Npeculntions,
\: Astranger in Bau Franeisca
MR. EDITOR : Astranger in SBau Francisco, unacquaint-
ed with men, manvers and customs here, wouid suppose
that the office of Alderman was the most lacrative as well
as the most hovorable in the gift of the sovereign people,
Jjadging from the avidity with which it is sought by those
most in need of the .dm:flu nptoced to be conterred
by it. But the stranger I think strangely when in-
formed thut there is no salary attached to the office, and
that those who have hitherto held the coveted post have

generally come off with anything but houor. Butsuchis |

| the fact.
I
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Is it not somewhat strange that an office without fees—
an office requiring a vast deul of labor, attention and study,
and iavolviug responsibilities of a very serious character,
should be uniformly sought and too frequently obtained
by men who have no ideutity of interest with the pros-

ity of the city, and who are not so remarkable for be-
nevolence and generosity as to warrant the idea of their
desiring to serve the public gratuitously in a laborinus
capacity 7 How is it that men whose income from their
ordinary avocations is not safficient for their support so
irequently give up even the appearance of business on
assuming the duties of an office that pays no salary or
emolumeants 7—aud how is it that those men generally
leave these non-paying offices in atlacuce ? Would not the
good geo le counsult their individual and corporate inte-
rests by looking into the matter !

I perceive that a number of aldermanic candidates of
the character toached upon are already out for the next
municipal election,—some of whom are only known as
street-corner, and dramshop politicians. While our ma
nifipal legislation is committed to such hands is it sur-
prising that we have to compluin of malversation and cor-
raption 7  Is not a system susceptible ot such abuses rad-
ically defective ! It certainly is—but the defccts cannot
be removed at once, and the consequent evils can only
be guarded sgaiust by creating a public sentimcnt adverse
to the election of men whose only possible motive in
guing iuto the Board of Aldermen mast, in the nature of
thit be the of the grossest official corruption.
With your I will occasionally have something
10 say directly and to the point on this sabject, as the
tpeculative candidates taia up from time to time.

BcrEw Dravin.

——

Frox YRExA.—The Yreka Herald gives the following
in regard to the condition of the Indians in that region :—
The Indians have commenced hostilities sgainst the
whites Their first depredatious were perpetrated wear
and upon the Siskiyou mountain, by the band of the re-
nowoed chiel Tipsey. They first stole five Amorican
horses and one mule, near the mountain. The same dav
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norses and one mule, near the mountain. The same day
they attacked the train of Messrs Gates & Claymer, near
the top of the mountaio, and killed Mr. Gates. ~ Mr. Clay-
wer made bis escape. It is supposed thut two more white

wen were killed at the same time.
Tiane Ranmassatle enbhaetan S ol cotd___ 2 ___ s

of a number of U.8 troops. has been joined by the De
Chute Iudians, and will at ouce to the ’éilliyon
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