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Dirricurty.—From the Chronicle we extract
the following particulars of the greatly to be
regretted difficulty in the Fire Department of
San Francisco: |

¢ Duriog the raging of the firc yesterdsy morning,
Mr. Duans, the chief nnilinm of the Fire Depart-
ment, ordered the pipe of Howard engine to be taken
into & burning building. The fireman holding the
pipe declined doing #o, saying that it wasimpossible,
on account of the excessive heat. Mr. Duane said
that he would take the stream, but the man refused,
and there. for the time being, the matter ended. —
After the fire was quenched, Mr. Duane went to the
Howard’s house, 1n Merchant street, and had the
engine conveyed to the corporation yard; but sub-
sequently, upon the request of Mr. Patten, foreman
of the company, the engine was taken back to the
house, with the understanding that it was not to be
usod by the company until the difficulty had been
adjusted. Some little time afterwards, an alarmn of
fire was raised, and the engine was among the first

in the street. *r. Dnare then made an attempt to |

have the Howard conreyed a second time to the

corp ration yard, but the maembers of the company |
doclined giving it up. The chief engineer called |

the police to his aid, and endeavored to take the
ma

ine by force. The Howards resisted, and sent |

for the Mavor. Mr. Garrison told the company to

keep possession of their engine, whereupon the po- |,

lice quietly left the premises. .

The affair created considerable excitement, parti-
cularly among the firemen. The Chief Engineer is
censured for not giving his orders through the offi-
cers of the company. [t is a very delicate matter
to touch upon firemen's difficulties, but we believa

the foregoing statement is strictly correct. Itis|

certainly impartial.
@

Suockineg AccheEnT--Five Mex Dnrowx-

‘ep.—The Mountain Heraid, of the 27th ult.,|

gives the subjoined account of a stage accident

attended with loss of life:

“On acecount of the late heavy rains below this
place, on the east side of the Sacramento river, the
small streams have become very much swollen. On
the morning of the 14th ult. about half-past three

o'clock, as the coach of the California e compa- |

ny was nttempti;'g to cross Pive creek, about four-
teen miles from Tehama, on the east side of the Sac-

‘ramento river, it was upset and five men drowned—

three Frenchmen and two Irishmen, on their way to
zmk; for the purpose of loeatiog in your mining
estrict. &neo

e A ma sa d ek s
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UPDLIICL.

The loss of the eompany is mpmod to be zbout |
wned, being one |

$2,800. Their whole team was
of their very best, together with loss of valuable

baggage.”

NatvraL History —The field of natural history
geems to be unusunally extensive in California, and
particularly in this viemity. We recently chroni-
cled among our curiosities the appearance of a quad-
ruped chicken. Mr. J. L. Polhemus, the owner of
former, showed us yesterday another variety of that
fowl with tbree legs and five toes to each foot. The
extra member was without articulations, and sprung

the spine immediately over the left. It had crowd-
ed the contiguous leg eonsiderably below its mate,
and produced a marked curvature of the spine. We
have rarely seen a more interesting natural speci-
men. Mr. Polbemus is devoting considerable at-
tention to these curiosities, and is fast accumulatin

a respectable collegtion. Would it not not be we

to organize s Liyceum of Natural History in this |

city, and ercct a suitable depot for the reception and
preservation of the rare and interesting natural pro-
ducts of our locality.

—— :
Recorper’s Covrr.—Recorder Curtis has eom-

pletely demolished the fabrie of erime in our city.
The aggregate of the business transacted for seve-
ral days past has been hardly !uﬁaiont to itemize.
Two men were examined before the Court yesterday,

on the charge of having burglariously entered the
“Braneh of the Indian Queen,” on 1 street. After

having patiently awaited the rendition of the testi- |
mony, and its commitment to writing, he dirccted

their discharge. Cr

Mr. MurpocH.—The admirers of this emi-
nent tragedian in Nevada were so well pleased
with his first ** Readings,” that they have ten-

dered him a benefit, which is to come off to-

night. Mr. Murdoch replies that it will afford

him much pleasure to pass another evening with |

Shakspeare and the admirers of elocution.

Lirerary Bupcer.—The Kirk Brothers
laid upon our fable at an- early hour after the |
arrival of the mails a generous supply of late |

valuable foreizn and domestic veriodicals. for
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