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Tux Suoomixg Case.—An exawination into the |
circumstances attending the collision that occurred |
on Tuesday evening last in the bar-room of the Or-
leans Hotel, between James Churchman and R. A.
Davidge, Esqs., resulting in the shooting of Sena-
tor Mahouey, was held by Recorder Curtis yester-
day afternoon, Mr. Davidge occupying the position
of defendant. The charge preferred was that of |
an assault and battery, to which the defendant
plead guilty. A number of witnesses were exam-
ined on both sides touching the assault—all agree-
ing that Mr. Davidge was the aggressor, and sub-
stantislly as reported in our issue of Wednesday.
The witnesses were widely variantin their impres-
sions relative to the identity of the party who dis-
charged the pistol. None of them saw the weapon,
several saw the flash and smoke—two being confi-
dent that the arm was discharged by the defendant,
a-d as many that the fire and smoke issued from
an opposite direction. The defendant, on the same
evening, soon after he was arrested, and while in a

bigh state of excitement, admitted that he went to
the hotel armed, with the intention of caning Mr.
Churchman, and said he presumed that he fired
the pistol. It is remarkable that of the large num-
ber who were present at the time of the disturb-
ance, not one could be found except as above, to
identify the party who shot. Those who were pre-
sent, however, concur in stating that the whole af-
fair passed off in a twinkling, creating immediately
the greatest excitement. On the conclusion of the
examination of witnesses, Mr, Davidge read in mi-
tigation a statement in the form of aun afliduvit, al-
leging aggravating circumstances connected with
his former iuntercourse with Mr. Churchman—and
also a communication in the Californic Chronicls |
over the signature of the latter, reflecting seriously |
on his reputation. The Recorder, in rendering his
decision, expatisted on the impropriety, if not
criminality, of parading private differences before j
the public in the newspapers, and spoke particular- |
ly of the danger accruing to innocent parties by
lie discharge of fire-arms in a public place, as in
the case in question. A fine of $250 was imposed
on the defendant, with the assusance that the
amount would have been to the extent authorised
by law but for the palliating circumstances. The 1
Judge reiterated his intention of enforcing the lay |
to its full extent in all cases where deadly weapons |
are drawn.  Mr. Lowrie, who was also tried as a |
participant in the affuir, was discharged. 1
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was debated with much animation before the Lyce- |
um last eveuwing, in the following form: “ Does |
reason and nature demonstrate the fact that disem-
bodied spirits can communicate with spirits in the
form on earth?” Messrs. Underwood, Doty and
Hoyt sustained the affirmative, and Messrs. Wells,
Plumb and Noble the negative. Tu consequence of l
the small proportion of the members partig ting |
in the discussion, the debate was continued until
the uext meeting. A larger audience, including a |
number of ladies, was in attendance than on uny |
[::eriunzi meeting. On the conclusion of the de-
te, the following gentlemen were elected officers
for the ensuing term : L. 8. Foote, President; J. M. |

Reid, Vice President; S. H. Marlette, Secretary ; |
E. L.. Barber, Treasurer.

Proxeer Lecrure.—Thé opening lecture before |
the Sacramento Pioneer Association, which was |
unuvoidably postpoued from last Friday, will be |
delivered this evening. The lecturer of the occa-
sion is Col. E. D. Baker, of San Franciseo, a gentle-
man whose literary anequirements together with his

graceful manner, and eloquent oratory, render him
one of the most pleasing and popular public speak-
ers of the day. The course of lectures about to be
delivered must indeed prove instructive and attruc- |
tive, when in addition to the orator of this evening, |
are selected for ensuing lectures the names of such
atlemen as the following: Gov. H. A. Foote, Dr. |
ﬁe. Gibbons, Bishop Ki Eugene Casserly, Esq.,
Sherman Day, Esq., and Dr. C. F. Winslow. i

Mrurper.—The cry of “murder ™ which startled |
the residents on the lower part of J street on last
Wednesday evening, and was uttered to procure |
the arrest of one A. S. Bostwick, proceeded from I
Mr. Charles McCarty. As announced, the parties |

; |
were arrested and took their position in dock ye:- |
terday. On investigation, it was discovered that |
the parties had been playing cards with ladies in the |
house of McCarty, on K street. To make the game

interesting, the gentlemen played for champaign,

at five dollars per bottle, ac lost two and Bos

three bottles. All hands becoming drier and drier

during the progress of the game, naturally drank a

little.  Bos ook too much, got oblivious —walked

out without settling. Mac followed instanter and |

tried big guns to bring him to. The Court admon- |

ished each and charged sixty dollars therefor. Mac |

paid his proportion promptly and vanished. When |
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below for five days.

A Ruvawar—Quick Tive.—A runaway occurred
on J street, yesterday afternoon, developing a de-
gree of speed hitherto unequaled by the telegraph. i
The runaways were two horses, attached to a freight |
wagon, and started at four o'clock, from near the |
foot of the street, running to and crossing the |
square to parts unknown. Finding they were mak- ’
ing unusual time, we walked leisurely after to
note the moment of their passing at different points.
They crossed Third street at 4 o'clock, Fifth street, |

at 4 v'eiock, FEighth street, at 4 o'clock, and the l
Square at 4 o’clock.  When we take into considera-

tion the fact that they were travelling against the 1
sun, we think the feat unparalleled. Should they |
continue on, in the grand round, and meet no se-
rious impediments, they may be confidently ex-

pected at the starting post at 4 o'clock yesterdiy.
Tue Wearner.—While we are being favored with |
a misty atmospliere and hoping for rain, fair weath-
er is prevailing in the hills, where rain would be
most serviceable. For several days past the sky !
with us has been overcast. On last evening the |
dampn.ss in the atmosphere was in a moderate pro- |

cess of condensation and precipitation. It is a |
source of consolation to know that the agriculture |
ot the valley will be benefitted in consequence, '
notwithstanding the general wish that the mines {

|

= m——————

may be generously supplied.
| Drir.—We do nol remember to have heard, at
| any time, more general complaint of stagnation of |
in business than prevails at present. Inactivity is
emphatically the order of the day throughout all
departments of trade, however, much we might

wish otherwise. Our merchants are, as it were,
awaiting with folded arms, favorable returns from ]
the interior to which all eyes are turning with an
eager and ardent hope. Rain, rain, rain, is
now the great desideratum.

Suxprigs.—Several cases of eccentricity were
overhauled by the Recorder yesterday, in addition
to those elsewhere noticed. John Burney for dis-
turbing the peace, was favored with a fine of £25
or five days imprisonment. Mathew Kief had a
misunderstanding relative to a draft, in the office

of Page, Bacon & Co.—left, returned shot in the
neck and insisted on making all the noise be conld
—$25 or five davaa  J. Ripstein —reported to have
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left suddenly for®Marysville—forfeited €30 on a

charge of disturbing the . John Barnard de-
livered a loud lecture on Spiritnalism in front of a
~coffee stand —230 or 10 days.

Proxger Tiack.—A grand race was to have taken
place at two o’clock yesterday afternoou on the
Pioneer Race Track, on Twelfth street, between a
California horse, “Pinto,” and asorrel nag, for
#100; distance, 275 yards. A large number were
in attendance at the appointed hour, but thinned
out before the “ start,” which was p:osr. med  till
four o’clock, for various reasons. Cot:siJ:mble de-
lay was caused by the sorrel breaking a plate,
which hud to be replaced by another. The com-
pe‘t’trt::m hnnli;r:l gu;l li,f ntdlhe latter hour, but the
s was mutilated by a detour of the i
dli.tch about four feet deep. S S

Foousu.—Wise men will sometimes put their
I‘?et in & trap when they least expect it, and when a ,
little circumspection would relieve them of the con-
sequ'eut embarrassment. One of the fumily, named
Da_wtd. having been locked out, folded himself up,
laid down ou the sidewalk, and dropped into a deep
sleep on Wednesday evening, in the jaws of a lager
beer saloon. When aroused by a policeman, and
kindly advised to go home, he w abusive and
boisterous. A little sober reflection yesterday
morning induced him to go hefore the Recorder
:il;;‘r deposit £30 with the clerk for the benefit of the

Tuar Coar.—The coat that was stolen from the
front of a store on J street, soon after dark on last
Wednesday evening, was found on the back of one
Wm. Johnson, and not of one Jameson, as reported
by us yesterday. A jury took the matter in hand
yesterday, returned a verdict of guilty, and assess-
ed the pn;:ilhmt at a fine of tf{;}. or twenty-five | -
lashes on the bare back. The verdict will proba-
bly be ﬂh'ﬁll? s judgment to-day. A small ex-
penditure of %15 originally would bave been the

more economical.

Tur Cousty Covrr met yesterday and adjourn-
till to-day without transacting any business.
 Tue Ausricay.—This stream bas risen slightly
within the last few days.

Tue Distriet Court will meet this morning. i
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