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The following statements as to the treatment of
the Indians at the reservations, and suggestions
as to the policy which should be pursued by the
Superintendent and the Governnrent towards
them, are from the San Francisco 8wn. If the
information of the Swun can be relied on, it is
surely the duty of the Superintendent of Indian
Affairs to sce that a change of policy takes place
in the administration of the Indian department in
California :

It has been too much the custom of the press in
this country to represent the Indian Reservations
as flourishing, merely on the representations of par-
ties making temporary visits, or of persons inter-
ested in publishing such statements; we have, how-
ever, zood reason to believe that those glowing ac- | |
counts are far too highly colored, angthat all is |
not cclenr de rose at these Reservatious as they
would have us believe.

In the first place, the long absence of the Indian
Agent from the immediate scene of his labors, and
his frequent and protracted visits to the Capital,
induces the belief that his time might be spent
much more to the interests of the public were he
to reverse “the order of his going.” In the next
place his dechning to relieve the pressing necessi-
ties of Indians not already located on the Reserve, | |
and his omission to conciliate their confidence by
so doing, because it is not definitely ordered in his
directions, showing his incapacity to exercize judg-
ment and diseretion, merely following the letter of |/
his instructions, a duty that the most unpretending | |
could fulfil, |

The repeated and long absences of the agent; | |
and his want of authority to punish his employees,
such as teamsters, laborers and others who may |
commit outrages, other than by discharging them,
have caused much unhappiness and misery to the | |
Indians in their social and domestic relations, We | |
have been repeatedly assured, on good authnri?,
that & great but secret hostility exists among the
Indians towards many of the whites so employed ;
and that unless something is done soon to remedy
existing evils, we shall hear of their insurrection,
the massacre of the whites, and the complete break- |
ing up’of the Reservation,

me of these employees are so vile that they | '
scruple not to use the most brutal violence to gri-
tify their lust, and the women are frequeatly known
to abandon their howmes altogether after dark, re-
pair to a distance on the prairie, yhere they secrete
themselves and pass the night, rather than be com-

lled to associate with their more savage and | .

talised white neighbors. Young eirls. almost
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children, are forcibly separated from thei: parents,
and submitted to the foulest outrages. * Drunken-
ness, violence and disease sre the daily concomi-
tauts of their miserable existence. In fine, were |
we to recount the half of what has been told us, it
would exhibit a page as black as the blackest that
darkens the history of the Spanish conquests on
this continent.

It is not reasonable to suppose that the Indians
resident at the reservation are insensible to such |
outrages, or that they will long put up with such | !
villainous treatient at the hands of those who pre- | |
tend to be their friends. Neither is it probable that | |
others, not resident, who learn these things, will be | |,
induced to remove to the reservation. Tll:e Indians | |
have no newspapers, no means to make their griev-
ances public, except by active and summary re-
venge, and as soon as they exhibit the first symp- | '
toms of retribution, as soon as cireumnstances com- | '
sci them to resent the most horrible and long en-

ured outrages, we are ted with detailed ac-
counts of bloody acts, and heart rending massacres
committed by Indians. The press takes up the ery
and seads it on the * wings of the wind " to the ut-
termost parts of the , 48 instances of the most
shocking barbarity.

The fact is, the Indian Agent should reside chief-
ly among the people whose interests he is employ-
ed, paid, and supposed to superintend. His pres-
ence, and his presence alone, can impart confidence,
compel submission, and preserve order. He should
also be empowered with military authority to pun-
ish erimes committed by his emll:la ees, or in other
words, martial law should be the lzw of the reser-
viation, a8 far as the whites are concerued. The
Indian should feel, as well as be told, that his in-
terests are cared for, and his rights protected. Un-
til this is done, we ean never expect any beneficial
change amony the aborigines of this State. They
will never assimilate with or have confidence in the
white race, but will always be a heavy bill of ex-
pense to Government, a  treacherous, predgtory
people in our midst, and a living curse both to us
and to themselves.

Wk extract the fullu;iug from a lecture on
matters and things abroad :
In Italy you will see 4 man bmkin%:p his land
a plo

with two cows and the root of a tree
while he is dressed in skins with the hair on. In |’
Rome, Vienna, and Dresden, if you hire a man to | !
saw wood, he does not bring a horse along. He |
never had one or his father before him. éa puts
one end of the saw on the ground, aund the other
against his breast, and taking the wood in his hand,
rubs it across the saw. Itisa solemn fact thatin |
Florence, a city filled with the triumphs of art, |
there is not a single auger, and if a carpenter
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