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Preliminary Ecamination of @ Wagon Routé— |
Hostile Attack of the Indians.
Diaxoxp Serixes, June 30, 55,
Eprrors Uxiox :—Agreeably to promige I im-
prove this occasion to communicate to you in regard

to my road explorations. A contribution from
sundry citizens having been raised for the purpose,
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Istarted on the 12th inst. with a small party to
open s trail through a route which I had before
purtially sought out over the Sierra Nevada moun-
tains, in order that the wagon road commissioners
might ride through comfortably to examine the
same.

We commenced our work at Cold Springs, a point
on the old Carson road, distant twenty-six to
twenty-eight miles from Placerville and Diamond
Springs, and passed aloog the southern slope of
the valley of the South Fork of the American River,
crossing several streams affluent to the South Fork,
which we named Plumb Creck, Woolf Creck, Alder
Fork, Hazel Creek, Crane Creek, and Grape Vine,
and reached the South Fork just at the mouth of
Tragedy Fork, which is about one mile below the
confluence of Silver Lake Fork and the main stream,
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and distant about fifteen miles from Cold Sp;inga :

here we crossed and passed up the valley u l;
the north side about five miles topa trihutar{ an:I::'m
South Fork, where we encamped, a short distance
above its mouth, on the night of the 27th. I was
at this time accompanied by Messrs. 0. M. Taylor,
Robt. Carson and Wm. . McCormac. After we

had retired to rest and were soundly sleeping, be-
tween the hours of 11 and 12 wo met a hrntal and
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unprovoked attack from hostile Indians. Our

ging was upon a small plateau of grass turf; in
our rear on the north, some six or eight rods from
us, was a thicket of brush ; at our feet the fire was
burning by the side of a large pine, and abeut a
rod beyond the tree ran the stream, from east to
west; across the stream, a little upwards, and
about eight rods from us, arose a bluff of granite
to the elevation of about twenty degrees. The first
thing attmctin,iuur attention was, that something
struck my blankets with singular force.

I exclaimed, “What's that struck me?’ This
awoke my comrades. Upon placing my hand upon
the outside of my bed clothes I discovered what it
was, and immediately announced “it is an arrow.”
Upon this we came to our feet, and as we arose a
full shower of arrows came whizzing among us, but
fortunately without effeet, other than to convinee
us that the onslaught was no joke but decidedly
hostile. Mr. Taylor seized the rifle (the only arms
we bad,) and the inquiry arose as to the position of
the enemy. 1 observed that from the direction of
the arrow in mi\_w blankets, I thought they were on
the other side of the creek. Mr. Taylor was sure
that he saw the glimpse of an arrow pass hinr as
coming from the bushes in our rear. It seeming
reasonable to suppose that the charge might be
from the ambush, we, with one accord, ensconced
ourselves on the opposite side of the pine, out of the
light of the fire.

he shooting now ceased, and we remained upon
watch during the remainder of the night. At day-
light we discovered fonr arrows that had been shot
at my mare, which was tied a few steps on our
right; two of which had penetrated and injured her
considerably, and six stiecking in the turf within
five feet of each other, that had been directed at us
as we arose from our beds. Their direction showed
that they had come from the blufl’ on the opposite
side of the stream. They had apparently been
perfectly well aimed, and strange to say that,
though direceted by a kind Providence to miss, no
an arrow touched the person of either of us.

It appeared that in our rapid movement to place
ourselves behind the tree, we went in precisely the
direction we would have to go to ascend the bluff
to where they were. We therefore thought it pro-
bable that they supposed we had discovered tﬂeir
position, and were coming rapidly upon them, and
that therefore they broke and ran. |

We had no means of determining the number | |

enraged in this assault. excent that the arrows ||
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which we obtained (eleven in number) exhibited six
distinetive marks, which render it probable that
that number may have been engaged. .

This attack was entirely unexpected, for we had
seen no receut sigos of Indians in that region; but |
it now seems probable that there may be many, as | !
it i3 the best hunting ground within my knowledge. | |
We saw much game of various kinds, and it is not | |
strange that the Indian should feel annoyed in see-
ing the white man about oceupying that interest-
ing valley with a great thoroughfare. To me it is
surprising that it has not been oceupied before, for
it unquestibnably presents the best route fora road | |
over the mountains that can be found. 1 do not |
hesitate to say that with a small expense, compara-
tively, a road will be made from Cold Springs to
the eastern summit on the Carson road, in a dis-
tance not exceeding thirty miles, that will be better
than that from Sacramento to Placerville, through
a picturesque mountain valley, abounding in excel-
lent grass and water, a fertile soil and magnificent
timber,

The trail is open to our last camping place, and
the route looked out to Clear Lake, seven miles far-
ther, where we intercept the old road between the
tw:{t: summits and three miles from the eastern sum-g
mit.

The difliculties of performing this work have
been greater than were anticipated, on account of
the underbrush which is spread over much of the
route, and in many places thick chapparel, which
cau be penetrated only by the use of the ax, other-
wise the whole would have been completed ere this
time. My former explorations were made when
much of the brush was covered with snow.

Further progress will require additional pecuni-
ary aid, and some protection against Indian aggres-
sion. I.. BrapLeY.
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