12/2/2019 Untitled — Nevada Journal 11 February 1853 — California Digital Newspaper Collection

Nevada Journal, Volume 2, Number 42, 11 February 1853 —
Untitled [ARTICLE]

Back
From the Sacramento Union, Feb 8d

Indian Robberies on Dry Creek—Arming |!
of the Pecpte— Fights with the Indians,
e
Mr.J. A, Benson communicates the

following particulars of recent difficul-

ties, between the people of his neigh-
bothood and the Dry Creek Indians:

On Friday night last the houase of
Messrs. Bragg and Drew, situated on the
Makelumne river. near the junction of
Dry Creek. was entered and rolbed of a v
large quantity of goods. Mr Drew, ac-
companied by another gentleman, went |
in search of the robbers. and from well |
founded suspicions entertained, visited;-]
an Indian rancheria not far off. Here |,
they discovered o lov of the goods for |,
which they were in search. They asked |
the Inlians to deliver the goods over. as |
the p operty of Messra. Bragg and Drew. |,
which request they refused to comply|
with. A Clief of the tribe held a pistol }
over the head of Mr. Drew in a threnl:—ﬂg
ening attitude, and told him "“if he U
didn’t leave Lie would shoot him.” Mr.|
Drew and Lis companion, not consider-!;,
ing it prudent to remain longer, depart-/ )
ed. .
Information was dispatched through- :
out the neighborhood of these fucts, with|
a request for un assembling of the whites. | |,

In response to thie summons, some six-|
teen per-ons assembled together, armed. |
and proceeded u second time to the In-) .
dinn village. When the Indiuns saw
them coming they ran from the cover of
a thick brush, where they apprared to
have been concealed or occupied, and
took refuge in their houses. T'here were
about twenty in all. The party of whites
informed them that they did not eome
to fight, but to reclaim the goods. The
Indiunyg drew ontoi their houses, and one
of them advanced among the whites,—

Another of their number was seen tof
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ruise a rifle, which he fired on the in- ;;
stant, at une of the party, filleen or e
twenty paces off, but did not hit him.— |
I'he whites returned the fire unanimous- |
ly, kiliing two or three of the Indians.— | *
'thuy then scized wpon an lodian a-f
mongst them, who prove! the same that |
had drawn the pistol over the head of |y
M. Drew. Having tied him to a tree, ||
while the Indians kept up a fire upon jg
them from their hous:s, into which they |
lind again retreated. the whites killed |-
ki and withdrew, but pot until they |,
had exhausted all their ammunition, la

During the retreat, a young man nam- ||
ed Gardiner, ignited o box of mitches, "Ji
and, runaing into the village, set a cou-|
ple of the Indian shantics on fire, which |
were entirely consumed. Although sev-
eral shiots were discharged at him, he
succecded in joining his companions un-
hurt. ‘T'he lodiaps. taking courage by
the flight of the whites, sallied out,
crossed Dry Creek. and kept firing stead-
ily upen them, tillthey were nearly half

a mila off.

Not deeming themselves sufficiently
strong to rencw the attack, messengers|
were dispatehed all over the country for
more men. A foreeof 30 01 40 were col~|
lected, our infurmant mcluded, who arm-
cd thems:lves and went back on Satur-
day to complete their work of driving the
Indians off, vr exterminating them. '

When the angmented foree arrived in
sight of the Indian village, the sun was
a out an hour high. But five or six In-
diuns were seen. who fled as the party|,
approached. Following in the pursuit.
they found that the main body of the|
tribe had tuken refuge on an islamd in|,
Dry Creek, surrounded on all sides by al,
broad sheet of water. Having stolenall
the boate along that stream or et them
adrift, the party were unable to ap-
pronch them. ‘Thair position was found
to be regularly fortiied by the cutting
down of brush wood, and piling it up as
n breastwork of defence. o réply toin-
quiries addressed to them from the
shore, they said it was their chief whu
bad committed the rokbery, and that it

waus also mn nccordance with his com.
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mands that they had fired upon thell
whites. They refused to give him up, |
and eaid, with true Spartan heroism,
that if the whites desired to secura him, |«
“they must eom® and take him.” |

In reply to this insolence, the whites|
again tired upon them. The fire was
promptly returned, the Indians showing
great bravery, and venturing to the very
wa'er's edge to discharge their pieces |
Their bullets rattled about the heads of |
the whites in every direction, and to|!
protect themselves, they were compelled
to adop! the uhel:arof{uam logs, &e. |

Night closing in, the party retreated.
leaving the Indians masteis of the field |°

When Mr. Benson left, the whites)'
wera colleeting in still greater force tol!
muke o third attack  In the meintime
wmen were stationed along the Creek, at
proper intervals, to keep a wateh upon |
the movemenis of the enemy. Mr Ben-
son had himself served one whole night
on duly, and thinks that the Indians are
seenrely trapped.

None of the whites were killed in the
different sallies, while it is believed thai
the Indians lost several of their number.
When the Indians made their first sally
upon the whites, crossing Dry Creek in
the pursuit tl'u-gv proceeded to the house
of a farmer residing near, and plundered
his house.  Success seemed to delight
and embolden them very much, and
should they be soffared to remain in
their present fortified position, it is be-
lieved that their rebberies and murders
will became common throughout the
neighborhood.  Mr. Benson has promis-
ed to keep us advised of the various pro-

eeedingy sdopted sginst the Indiape ¢

which shall be given to the reader as
early ag praciicable after their receipt.
The rascals have exhibited o _l?,i
which will recure their inevitable de-
stroction ; and although many may de~
eire thie result, the brave man will both
pity and admire their fate, after the as-
sumption of g0 bold a defiance in a
ulous country, where nvm man who ia
no! a fellow Indian, is a fos,
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portion of the population of San Franeis-
co, the night previous to the sailing of
an ozean steamer is one devoted almost
exclusively to buechanalian enjoymente,
The lucky or luckless person who is a-
bout to undertake the short trip which
was once considered an a most intermin-
uble journey. ie fastened upon by an ar-
wy of well-wishing friends, from whose
convivial clutches it were sheer mad-
nees to attempt an escape. and he is
borne about from one temple of the rosy
god to another, offering libations to the
winds and wayes, and drowning the bit-
terness ef the oft-repeated * good-by,”
in dozons of champagne and incompre-
hensible successions of every variety of
exhilarating bevernze  From the hour
when the first melancholy ray from a
street lamp makes darkness visible, to
the moment when they turn pale be-
neath the opening eyes of thie morning,
the sound of revelry of the most fautas-
tic decription is heard in-door and out,
ench reveller coming to the natural con-
elugion that he must ** make a night of
it,” in order to prevent the possibility of
being too late for the steamer. No com-
promise with one's friends can bo effects
ed on such an occasion. A refusal ox
even a hesitation to comply with the
ever-renewed invitation to “come up,”
or the slightest intimation of n design te
[abricate an exeuse, is /esc majete, and
condemned with an vproarious unanimi-
ty that leaves the object of it in a hopes
less minority. *“ Tho lust glass” as-
sumes o plurality and becomes a palpa«
ble misnomer; 1t is of the elasticity of
utte percha, is multiplied to infinity,
and serves only as a decuy, a specien of
“Will o' the Wisp,” to lure I.En more
backward inte the toils of the tempter.
[t is reduced to a reality only with the
first revelution of the paddle wheels,
when the euthusiastic boweward-boand
hiceups his last furewell, turmbles down
the companion-way, navigates amid a
labyrinth of bales and boxes, and final-
ly, after a hopeless attempt to remember
the number or whereabouts of his state-
room, turns into the most convenient
herth at hand, which generally proves to
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be that approprinted to the usa of soma
vinegar-hearted maiden.lady of o cer~
tain nge. The intruder, having been
put to rights through the nssistance of
chambermaid and stewards, generally
wales up to a conseiousness of his iden-
tity somewhere in the vicinity of Aeca-
‘puleo, and devotes the remainder of the
Journey to getting sober.—¥8, F, Ilerald.

~Ramnoap 1o e Paciric.—Senator
Gwin has introduced inte tho Senate of
the United States, a most important bill,
providing for the construction within ten
vears, of a Ra.lroad from the Missinippa
River to the Pucorfic Ocean. Its loading
features are, that it is to have at its
Fastern end two lines, connecting it
with the Atlantic through the North
and South respectively, and fwo ut itw
Western end, connecting it with the
Pacifie through Oregon and Califurnia ;
thut the contractors for its constructiom
receive in payment alternately, sections
of public luuds forty miles through the
State, and eighty miles wide, through
the intervening terri‘ories; that nt the
ond of thirty years it is to be surrender-
ed to the United States; and that the
mails, troops and other transportations of
the Government shall always be fres
upon it.

-

Wasnincros Nartiosan MoNumMesT. —-
The contribution received at tho office
from the first of November to the see-
ond of December, amounted to $9,202 30
~—mainly subseribed at the po'ls on the
day of the Presidential election. The
expenditures for the monunent during
the first named month were $2,0633 24.
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