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A Grassworrer Hoasr.—awmoeug e choice
delicacies with which the Digger Indians re-

ale themselves during the summer season, says
the Empire Conuty Arges, is the grasshopper
roast. Hving been an eyewitness to the prepa-
ration awl discussion of one of their feasts ol
grasshoppers, we cau describe it truthfully.—
There are districts of Culiforuin, as well as por-
tious of the plains between the Sierra Nevada
and Roecky Mountains, that literally swarns
with grasshoppers, and iu such astonishing num-
bers that a man cannot place his foot to the
ground while walkicg among them, without
crushing great numbers. To the Indian they
are a delicacy, nnd are canght and eonked in
the following manner: A picee of ground is
songht where they most abound, 1n the centre
ol which an excavation is made, large aud deep
enough to prevent the insect from nopping cut
when once in. The entire party of Diggers,
old and yonng, male and femule, then surronnd
as much of the adjoining grounds as they can,
and with a green bough 1 hand, whipping and
thmuhinf on every side, gradually appcoach the
centre, driving the insects before them in conunt-
less multitades, till at last all, or ncarly all are
secured in the pit.

In the meantime smaller excavations are
made, answering the purpose of ovens, in which
fires are Kindled and kept up till the surreund-
ing earth, for a short Jismuue, becomes sufli-
ciently beated, together with a a flat stone large
enough to cover the oven. The grasshoppers
are now taken in coarse bags, muf after being
thoroughly souked in salt water for a few mo-
ments, are cmptied into the ovens and closed
in. Ten or {ifieen minutes suffices to roast them,
when they are tuken out and eaten without fur-
ther preparation, and with much apparent rel-
ish, or as is sometimes the ease, reduced 1o pow-
der anl made into soup. And baving from cu-
riosity tasted, not of the soup but of the roast,
really il one could bat divest himself of the idea
of eatin: an insect as we do an oyster or shrimp,
without other preparation than simple roasting,
they would not be considered very bad eating,
even by more refined epicures than the Digger
[ndiaus.
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