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Back

A Sabicveancan FPass discovered ihrough
the Sierra Nevada,

We take the following from the Mariposa
Chrenicie of the 5th inst. It may all be true,
‘but it sounds as if somebody was romancing :—

. We publish the aunexed extiact from a letter
received a few days since, written by an oid
iriend, whose explorations in ditferent parta of
Californla have greatly assisted developing
her immense resvurces. Should this subterra.
nean pass prove ds practicable for a railrond
route as our correspondent anticipates, the
whole subject will receive an impetus searcely
dreamed of by the most ardent imagination :

. " *  Having heard gluj. N
speak of & very large and long cave that wens
somewhere neur the head of the Yo-Semity V.
iey, and =s the mommoth caves nt Marble
Springs, formed in the inmenss marble ledge
that traverses the gold region of Californin, are
more or Icthunnn:ted by fissures, it occurred
to we that there might be a subterraneny paas
through the Sierra. The hostility of the Iy-
dians prevented my acting upon the idea at the
time, but 1t was not forgotten, aud as soon as
the beneficent intlnences of Lieut. Ba—'g ad.
mivistration of Indian athairs bad extended to
that regiou, stimulated by adesire to render way
name us illustrious as some of our distinguished
California travellers, aud gt the same benefit wmy
country, after amply providing for the underig-
king. I commmenced my exploration.

L bad observed while out against the Indians
in 18531, that zome Indinus we were pursuing
disuppeared at or near & certain poiut at the
head of the valley, and -lthuugh we examined
every rock and bush in the viciuity, we wers
‘anable to obtsin any clue to their biding pluce
On our return from the expedition, the cave was

| mentioned W me incidentally, and I at once
eanclndad that it vistha ccasas haca F ob v
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diuns, T accordiugly directed my attention to
this poiut. After huving searched for three days
‘without the slightest prospect of success atten-
ding our eftorts, 1 resolved to adopt another
plan; but accident, or fortune, accomplished
what no plan_could have done. Clambering
among the mill-dewed and mossy rocks at the
'base of the lofiy Bliff, 1 had bécome so dusty
 that it begame necessary for we to bathe. The
Cidea of taking n shower buth struck my fancy,
and I at once repaired to the fall, which ex.
ceeds in height that of the celebrated fall of the
Himalayn; ordinarily, cue cannot approuch
uearer thau one huudred yards of the falling
body of water, owiug to the spray or mist that
hovers over and around the ** cauldron ;" but at
this time thera “unn a strong breeze blowing up
the valley, sweeping aside the mist that had
hitberto prevented my nearer approach. I wua
about divesting wmysell of my garments, when s
gust of wiud, strouger than any that had pre.
ceded 1t, exposed to my astouished and joyful
sight the long-sought cave My ablutions were
forgotten; 1 hurried back to’ my party, and
made knowa the wonderful andfortunate dis-
covery.

Tl et il elewe Bese o .- % . ..

Tle rest of the day was devoted to the propa-
vation of torches; and on the following morning
after a hasty breskfast, we commenced cur ex.
pleration of the cave.

Wehad no difficuity in entering it, althongh we
were thoroughly drenched by the sheet of wa-
ter, back of which, protected by shelving rocks,
~Wwas an open space, leading to the cave. [ havo
not langucge to describe the feeling of awe
with whick [ was struck upon entering the por-
talsof this grand and glowiug structure, made
by no mortal hands.  All that I had read ef iwu
my boyish romance, all that a vivid wnd erratic
imagination hnd conceived of a subterranesn
world was tame and commonplace compared
with thiz sublimely stupenduous work of nature
But to proceed :  With lighted torches we cau-
tiously commenced our march, admiring the
giant stalactites that reflected in maguified rays
the light from our torches. We had proceeded
but a shost distance, when we observed what
appeared to Le a trail, worn in_the rock. We
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Al Juce aeciyued 10 Ivilow it.  \Ve had followed
it but ashort diztance, when, passing through
& bed of dust, we discovered Iudiau tracks ic
cently formed. We at first were startled at this
discovery, but aflter a little reflection, we de-
cided thutin such a place tracks would remain
apparently fresh for years—and then, after ou:
fears had subsided, we were encoursged with
tue idea that the tracka would facilitate our ex
ploration.  We were correct in our supposition,
for ind we not followed the trail m“ﬂ by the
Indians, we would have Leen left in more than
Egyptian darkness. But [ enticipate—~accord -
ingly we followed on, cheered by the hope uf
soon again emergiug into the light of day. Ot
one thing we wero assured—that there was an
inlet as well 85 an outlet, for a strong current
of air was wiceting ns, nud our torches burued
bright aud rapidly==too rapidly, for our stock of
fat pine was dimipishing very fast. I thongle
of seading Mike back fora fresh supply, when
turning a sherp angle of the passage, we met
fuce to face two tall and manly looking Indians.
Langunge crunot express the astonishiment and
rage that were depicted on their countensnces
npon beholding ue, snd hed it been in their
power, we would have becu dovmed 10 inevite-
ble destruction. But after a while T nacerrained
that one of them spoke a little Spanish, and with
some difficnity I made them nnderstand that we
had been diiected through the mysterious puas.
age by the Great S8pirit. They then told me
in broken Spanish, that we were scurcely half
way through the pass—that a little further on
was an immense chaam, but thet it was bridged
by logs—~which we fuoaud petrifiede=and that
there were olher passages which led juto lakea
and rivers, but without any known outlet. They
said that this pass was ouly knewn to their
tribe and ourselves: it had been mentioned to
Major 8————, but had pever been shown to
bumn; that they were the great medicine men of
their tribe, aud were returning frem a visit to
the whitetribe at the eastern end of the pass.—
They then gave us sume of their torches, bid us

bye. sud departed. We congratulated
each other on our good fortune, and continued
car march in high spirits. We found the chasm
a yawuiug abyss, into which had been thiown

mane victima nf savecs crnoelte for ar tha loe
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;bethqﬂdtmhmm we dis-

Viervors Woues.~It has been well gaid

that the virtuous woman is an an angel in drv

.;:d h,ggh - s:.im e
Plieag, i

ath is oze ot delicious g

. She s n sweet poem, written |

. et *a poem, €U ia rare

. SHAKIPEARE SLIGHTLY AL
’ ~ Heunever said a word;
But. with a look of the deepest melanclioly,

- Hesat, like Patience on an ottoman,
Waiting for his wife putting Lier bonnet op.
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