0.M. Wozencraft to L. Lea, December 1, 1851, Sen. Ex. Docs., 33 Cong., Spec. Sess., Doc. 4, 229--230 (688).

S. Doc. 4. | 299

Sax Francisco, December 1, 1851.

Sir: I have been in expectation for some time past of receiving a
communication from the department in relation to the position of Adam
Johnston, sub-agent, not having received other instructions than those
requiring of me to assume my duties as agent, and one of a subsequent
date approving of the districting of the State. |

I informed Colonel Johnston of my having received said communi-
cations, and subsequently referred him to the laws and regulations, in.

- which is stated, ‘“but no sub-agent shall be appointed who shall reside
within the limits of an agency when an agent is appointed.”

Having some cause for objections in relation to lllis official cunduct.
I have notified him that I would assume the duties pertaining to my
office, in my district.

In so doing, I presume that I am acting in conformity with the laws
and regulations, and that which will be required of me by the depart-
ment. He informed me, some time since, that he was going to send on
his resignation. -

The Indians throughout my entire district are quict and peaceable,
I learn, however, that some of the tribes in Colonel Barbour’s district
-have been complaining in consequence of their not having received their
portion of beef, as per treaty stipulations, and that there is serious a

rehension of a rupture with them. The traders who were appointed
{w)y Colonel Barbour for that section of country, deem it unsall; to re-
main or go among $hem without these supplies are furnished, Inas~
much as Colonel Barbour requested of me to tale charge of his dis-
trict in his absence, and in view of the necessity, I have ordered some
beef and flour to be delivered to them, and will visit them and en-
deavor to prevent the apprchended ditficulty. | o

The above-mentioneg section of country is embraced between the
Tahone pass and the San Joaquin river, in which there are no whites
living, with the exception of those on the San Joaquin river. The In-
dians are numerous, and have the reputation of being great thieves.

The coast stcamer has just come in from the south, bringing accounts
rather contradictory in their nature, it is true, but yet sufficiently reliuble
to cause great excitement and apprehension, it would appear, among
the populace of the lower part of the State. .

It is stated that the Indians have assewbled in large numbers, with
the intention of attacking and driving the whites out of the countrv.
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I do not credit all of the statement : at the same tine, I am convinced
that there has been some dissatisfaction among the Tndians of that part
of the country, as there have been many causes for it. |

The Mission or Pueblo Indians have been taxed ; and they having
fuiled to pay, their property has been taken and sold; and I am in-
formed that when Colonel Barbour was in that section, he failed to
meet the mountain tribes who assembled for thut purpose. They, in
consequence, were very turbulent, and were only partly pacified on
receiving some beef from Colonc! Isaac Williams.

Thus 1t is probable that the Mission and mountain Indians may have
eflected a combination, having a common cause for hatred to the whites.
I will go down, at all events, by the first conveyance, ascertain the
facts, and do all in my power to settle difficulties.

280 'S. Doc. 4.

There has been no treaty as yet made with those Indians, and they
are aware that those north of them have had provisions made for them,
This, doubtless, has likewise been an exciting cause ; I will endeavor to
remedy this if I can get among them. And here a difficulty presents
itself at the outset. I shall be necessitated to raise money for my
travelling expenses. The amount sent out, ($25,000) as stated in a
former commanication, is deposited to Colonel McKee’s credit. His
banker informe me that he has drawn it nearly all out; and this has
been done without consultation or any knowledge of mine, though the
instructions are explicit: ¢ Afier consultation with your colleagues, you
will divide, as the work in your respective districts requires, with the
exception of twenty-five hundred dollars,” ($2,500) which I have drawn
by his order. The balance of the approl)riation has been disposed of by
him, as before stated, without my knowledge or consent; and this like-
wise was the case with the money first placed in his hands. I may
have something more to say in relation to this subject, at some future
day.

y.[‘he traders licensed by me for the full time allowed by law, are Mr.
Samuel Norris and Mr. E. S. Lovell for the reservations on the Yuba
and Bear rivers, and the one on Feather river. Their bondsmen are
Mr. C. Storms and Samuel Branders. | |

Major P. B. Reading has the reservation bounded by the Pitt river
and the Sacramento. His bondsmen are J. Brenham and Samuel J.
Hensley. ' .

Scanned by http://calindianhistory.org ©2020 i 20f3 "~



0.M. Wozencraft to L. Lea, December 1, 1851, Sen. Ex. Docs., 33 Cong., Spec. Sess., Doc. 4, 229--230 (688).

Mr. Havel Belcher has the reservation on the Cosumne river, In the
first instance I gave him a temporary license: I have now extended it
to the full term. His bondsmen are J. A. Read and W. G. Proctor.

The bords are all filled for the maximum amount required by law,
(85,000.)

They will be unable to do more at present than to lend their aid in
the observance of treaty stipulations, by taking charge of the little sup-
plies which have been presented to the Indians ; for the reason that all
other traders have greater advantages than they have {rom the fact that
they all sell liquor to the Indians, while the licensed trader is pro-
hibited. -

Dzcember 3.—The mail steamer has come in, by which I am in re-
ceipt of your letter of September 15, acknowledgiug the receipt of
treaty, quarterly settlement, &c., from me, of July 18.

Further confirmation has come in from San Diego of Indian dis-
turbances. I shall go down on the 7th instant.

Respectfuily, your obedient servant,
O. M. WOZENCRAFT,
| U. 8. Indian Agent, Middle District, California.
Hon. Luxe KEa, |

Commussioner of Indian Affairs.
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